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Courtesy of Seaman in Justice 


About time it was cuf. 


Argentine Set to 
Oppose U.S. at 
Havana Parley 


By BRYCE OLIVER 
WEVD News Commentator 


The chancellors of the Americas will gather at 
Havana on Saturday to discuss proposals ema- 
nating from the United States for total defense 
of the Western Hemisphere against encroach- 
ments—military or economic. Here are a few 
reasons why the United States does not “have 
a prayer” of a chance to achieve 
tives. 

Argentina—The prosperity of at least two 
million people depend upon the market for 
meat, corn and wheat. Last fall, when Argen- 
tina was begging for a market for meat, the 
United States replied that Argentine beef was 
infected with hoof and mouth disease. (This is 
true to about the same extent that our own 
is infected.) The -Argentines made sacrifice 
sales to Britain and France. France is now 


its objec- 


out-of the market but we still will not import 
Argentine meat. 


Millions of bushels of corn 
are now piling up in Argen- 
tina. They} finally decided to 
send corn to California over 
the high tariff, but the U. S. 
Department of Commerce re- 
plied by sending the United 
States surplus wheat to Cali- 
fornia. tesult: Argentina 
was stymied again and now 
counts only upon the end of 
the war and a famine market 
in Europe. They will not 
agree to a United States attempt to control 
Argentine surplus for the purpose of resist- 
ing European barter encroachment. 

Uruguay—At Rio Negro the Germans have 
agreed to build a great electric power system, 
comparable to T. V. A., and every telephone 
system in Uruguay is in hock to the Germans 
for this purpose. 

Bolivia—Years ago the United States and 
British steel interests made their own “social- 
istic” deal to split the world tin market. Re- 
sult: The U. S, imports all tin from the Far 
East and any of Bolivia’s tin reaching the 
United States must go through British hands. 
Bolivia has sent a leading politician to Ger- 
many to “rescue” Bolivia from the control of 
the United States and American tin and steel 
“barons.” She will not agree to join a cartel 
giving Washington control over her enormous 
tin. deposits. 

Chile—Threatened with isolation from a “na- 
tionalisite” bloc forming under the aegis of 
‘Buenos Aires, the Chileans will support Ar- 
gentine moves at Havana. In addition to this 
the United States Government within the past 
few months attempted to coerce Chile away 
from German barter deals by withholding a 
loan intended to build up the Chilean coal in- 
dustry, without which Chile cannot be eco- 
nomically independent. 

Peru—Moving into the Argentine orbit, Peru 
is sending as its representative at Havana its 
Minister of Justice, Cornejo, a famous South 
American authority on jurisprudence (Univer- 
sity of San Marcos), whose biggest client has 
always been the Banso d'Italia. As Cornejo 
arrives in Havana, the president of the bank 
which controls about half the financial busi- 
ness of Peru, is in Rome conferring with fas- 
cist government officials. 

Brazil—Will outwardly support United States 
proposals but secretly applaud if they are de- 
stroyed by Argentine resistance. With the rise 
of the royalist party in France, Brazil may 
oppose Pan-American protectorate over French 
possessions. 

Mexico—Will go the limit for Roosevelt and 
Hull. 

Cuba—Fulgencio Batista, winner of the Sun- 
day elections, faces organized opposition from 
the Falange which, imported from Franco 
Spain, is spreading like wildfire in Cuba (and 
in many other Hispanic-American nations). Ba- 
tista supports the Washington proposal for 
Pan-American protectorate over European pos- 
sessions in the Western Hemisphere but must 
make outright or mental reservations against 
the possibility of “something wrong” 
for the United States in 
allies of Spain. 

These are some of the stumbling blocks al- 
ready set up at Havana, Another is the full 
knowledge, that a leading supporter of Batista. 
who also supports the 
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‘Col. Batista 





going 


relation to 


possible 


Franco government, will 
have charge of public information at the con- 
ference. 

The proposal to establish a protectorate over 
the European possessions meets with secret 
British opposition and the British, having made 
their arrangements with Argentina, expect 
Argentina to act for them, 
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By ROY TOZIER 

Climaxing his rapid rise to power among 
fascist elements in the New York area, Rev. 
Edward F. Brophy of the Precious Blood 
Church, Long Island City, this week conferred 
his personal, and indirectly his apostolic, bless- 
ing upon the political aspirations of the leader 
of the Christian Mobilizers, Joseph E. McWil- 
liams, and his first lieutenant, James Stewart. 

Both McWilliams and Stewart are candidates 
of the Mobilizer spawned American Destiny 
Party for seats in the United States House of 
Representatives, the former from the 18th New 
York District, the latter from the 21st New 
York District. 

To the 1,500 Coughlinites who packed Vasa 
Temple in the Bronx, Father Brophy said: “I 
am happy to support the candidacies of these 
two Christian men.” In return for his blessing, 
the McWilliams gang conferred its blessing 
upon, the priest by applauding, stomping its 
feet, whistling and shouting. 

But an even greater din resulted when Father 
Brophy, adopting the McWilliams terminology, 
referred to Jews as “Eskimos.” 

Father Brophy’s role as spokesman for 
Clerical Fascism is not a new one. During 
recent months he has addressed such fascistic 
groups as the Christian Civil Liberties Com- 


mittee, the Paul Revere Sentinels and the 
Christian Front Boycott Committee. However, 
until quite recently he was just another 
speaker. 


Following the acquittal of a majority of the 
17 “Fronters” who had been indicted for con- 
spiracy against the United States government, 
Father Brophy completely won the hearts of 
the Christian Fronters who packed Prospect 
Hall in Brooklyn by announcing that the fore- 
man of the jury, Mrs. Helen Titus, is his 
cousin, and that she is “very friendly to the 
Christian Front.” Without putting his real 
meaning into words, he implied that conviction 
had been impossible from the beginning of the 
trial. This information was placed in the 
hands of the Department of Justice. 

The week following Father Brophy’s start- 
ling announcement, he was asked to be one of 
the principal speakers at a Christian Front 
rally to celebrate, ironically, Independence Day 
and the acquittal of the alleged conspirators. 

At that meeting it was announced that a 56- 
page booklet by Father Brophy entitled “The 
Christian Front” had just been released and 
was on sale for 15 cents. All proceeds over and 
above the cost of publication were “to be de- 
voted to the support of Christian Americanism.” 

Brief examination of the booklet indicates its 
title is a misnomer; it might more aptly have 
been called “Brophy’s Kampf.” Although it 
begins on this sententious note, “If you be a 
Christian, dear Reader, reflect on the value of 
your Christian heritage,” it wastes few pages 
before developing into a typical Nazi product, 
which, first, identifies Jews with Communism, 
and, second, seeks to prove that Jewish-Com- 
munists are organized for action. 


One section of the book is entitled “An 
Aggressive Element of the Jewish Front.” 


Another section headed “Wolves in the Cloth- 
ing of Sheep” has this charming subhead: 
“Whitened Sepulchers, fair without, but, within, 
rottenness and dead men’s bones,” 

In the meantime Father Brophy had _ per- 
formed, or attempted to perform, his first real 
service for Joseph McWilliams, who was being 
tried in the Brooklyn Felony Court on the 
charge of disturbing the peace. Of his own 

(Continued on Page Seven) 


Father Brophy Pledges $ 
To New York Anti-Semit 
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Hitler 


Hermann Rauschning, former president of the 
Danzig Senate, wrote this several years ago. A 
warning that Nazism was a Revolution of Nihilism, 
that the German-Russian alliance would sweep the 
European continent clear of democracy, that boun- 
dary lines would disappear, that Hitler had plans 
to remold civilization in his own image... that 
Nazism was for export ...a plan to dominate the 
world ...a blue print to turn the French, the 
British, the Scandinavians, the Poles, eventually the 
Americans into water carriers and pyramid builders 
for a super race, for the "Aryan German." 

This is Hermann Rauschning's warning to the 
West... a warning which day after day is drowned 
in the chilling scream of diving Stukhas. 

Week by week—in features, pictures, behind the 
scenes stories—The New Leader digests and stream- 


A Special Offer to New Subscribers 


Our Introductory Rate is One Dollar for One Year — For ONE Additional 
Dollar We Will Send You Free the Original $3.50 Edition of Hermann 
Rauschning’s “Revolution of Nihilism” 


Warning To The West! 





Churchill 


lines the news from abroad, the news of a Nihilist 
revolution in action, the grim tales of British de- 
mocracy in its last trenches, the story of America 
in preparation for things to come... . 

The New Leader has long been the news magazine 
of the democratic left... it long ago became 
essential reading to those striving to keep pace with 
the world's political tempo. .. . 


We know it's the summertime .. . but news takes 
no holiday. . . . Here's an offer . . . accept it and 
assure yourself not only of the week to week 
analyses which have earned The New Leader its 
reputation ... but you can secure the book which is 
recognized throughout the world as the only key 
to an understanding of what has created this crisis 
in Western civilization. ... 








Democrats Hedge as Nation 
Looks to FDR for Fight on Nazis 


When these lines appear in print, the Democratic convention in Chicago will 
have made its Presidential nomination, adopted a platform and gone into history. 
The campaign that is to follow, with President Roosevelt and Wendell L. Willkie 
as the candidates, will be the most important, the most crucial since the battle of 
1860, which preceded the struggle for preservation of the Union and the abolition 


of slavery. 


The issue now is even more fundamental. 
security and independence of this nation but the liberty of the world. What the people 


of the United States will be called upon to de- 
cide in this campaign is the simple but all-sur- 
passing question of whether the world, of which 
the United States is an organic part—organic 
and indivisible—can exist half slave and half- 
free, half democratic and half totalitarian. 
Beside this issue all others that may be 
presented in the course of the campaign pale 
into insignificance. The politicians of both 
parties may not as yet appreciate this fact but 
we hope they will before the campaign is over. 


Italian Fascists Use W.O.V. 


To Spread Duce 


Propaganda 


One of the most effective Italian fascist propaganda agencies in America is 
Radio Station WOV in New York City, Il Mondo, anti-fascist magazine, recently 


revealed. I] Mondo’s editors state that the 
are all prominent and veteran Fascists. 
They refute the denials of Miss Hyla 


men in charge of WOV’s Italian programs 


Kiczales, WOV’s manager, by revealing 


that the station’s new censor, Mr. John Pasciutti, was formerly a National City 


bank employee in Italy. He succeeded Mr. 
cist weekly, and Mr. Mario Cappelloni, who was 
recommended by the Italian embassy in Wash- 
ington. 

Pasciutti was selected for WOV by Professor 
Peter N. Riccio of Columbia University, whose 
doctorate thesis “On the Threshold of Fas- 
cism” was republished in Italy in 1939. His 
fascist propaganda was so overt that in 1934 a 
Columbia 
him called 


issued a 
Academic 


professors 


“An 


number of 
brochure against 
Scandal.” 
WOV's Fascist propaganda doesn’t end with 
its news comments. It advertises the Italian 
fascist motion picture theatre Cinecitta, whose 
showing of fascist propaganda news and docu- 
mentary films has forced it to register with the 


State Department as a foréign agent. Every 
Wednesday afternoon at 4:15 Chevalier Remo 
Fioroni, under the auspices of the Dante 


Alighieri conducts fascist cultural 
programs. 

The Italo-American Who is Who 1936 edition 
sheds some lights on the people who are in 
programs at WOV. This 


Who is issued periodic- 


Society, 


charge of Italian 
Italo-American Who is 
ally by Mr. Ario Flamma, who has never pub- 
anybody without first 
from the 


lished anything about 

getting the autobiographical copy 

person interested. 
This Italo-Ameri 


an Who is Who prints de- 


tailed life histories of the people who are in 
charge of Italian programs at Station WOV. 
From these detailed biographies we quote 
in part: 

Giovanni Favoino di Giura—‘From 1925 to 


1930 he edited /1 V founded, 
a splendid Fascist magazine which is very well 
known in the U.S.A. and appreciated also in 


ittoriale, which he 


Igino Mannecchia, who once edited a fas- 





Italy. He was secretary and representative of 
the ‘Italian Fascists Abroad,’ New York State 
branch, from 1928 to 1950.” 

Gaetano Ferri—“A Fascist of the first hour, 
he took part in the Piombino, Cecina, Messina, 
Catania and Modica days.” ( In Fascist ver- 
nacular that means that he participated in the 
Fascist Storm (Squadristi) 
against the labor and socialist headquarters in 
period preceding the 


Troopers assault 
these towns during the 
March on Rome.) 

Leandro Forno—“In the year 1920 he started 
the first Fascist movement in Vicenza. He was 
a squadrista (Storm Trooper) in Padova, par- 
ticipated in the March on Rome, showed him- 
self very active in the Fascist University 
Groups and founded the ‘Dopolavoro’ in the 
Province of Padova.” 


Nazis Bar Papal Nuncios 
From Belgium, Holland 


LONDON.—The Gestapo, in charge of the 
Reich occupation of Holland and Belgium, has 
informed the Holy See that, notwithstanding the 
Pope’s approval of the Fascist Pétain regime in 
France, the German Government will refuse to 
allow Papal diplomatic envoys in Holland and 
Belgium to remain there in their retgious 
capacities as Apostolic Delegates after the 
other diplomats had been ordered out. 

The Church in France as well as the Vatican 
have hailed the Family, Youth and 
plan enunciated by Jean Ybargenary, Cagoulard 
Fascist in Pétain’s regime. A similar system 
announced by Dictator Salazar of 
has also been enthuastically approved, 


Country 


Portugal, 


For what is at stake is not only the 





The same holds true of the people, although we 
are convinced that the people are immeasurably 
superior to the politicians, that the politicians 
are mistaken when for the sake of votes they 
tell the people what they think they want 
to hear. 

The citizens of this country have never failed 
to rise to the occasion in moments of great 
crisis. We do not think they will fail now. 
Events are mightier than venal practitioners of 
selfish politics, vastly more potent than the 
fears, the hesitations, the smugness of multi- 
tudes. 

It will not be an easy task to mobilize and 
galvanize the nation into action behind a proper 
policy of national defense, political and mili- 
tary, a policy which cannot be effective unless 
it is made part of a larger program of world 
defense, of world resistance to the forces which 
threaten to destroy civilization. But the task 
must be undertaken precisely because it is so 
difficult. 

The American people are aroused but not as 
yet sufficiently aroused to the full import of the 
issue that confronts them. This was made 
evident at the Democratic convention, where the 
timid and the isolationists had entirely too 
much to say. Of the Republican convention and 
its platform little need be said. The Republican 
Bourbons have learned nothing and forgotten 
everything. The policy they offer as a guide for 
the United States in the world crisis is one of 
drift—Chamberlainism at its worst. Behind 
that policy stand men like Hoover and Ford, 
ready to appease Hitler, to yield and keep on 
yielding while waving the flag of patriotism un- 
til the tragedy that has overwhelmed the coun- 
tries of Europe, 
upon America. 

The fact that Willkie, the Reput 
ard bearer, has shown a more 
of the question offers no assurance A Repub- 


including France, descends 





intelligent grasp 


lican Congress in control of the government of 
the United States would be a calamity for the 
nation and for the world. Th the same 


party that was fundamentally responsible 





American isolation in world affairs during the 
past crucial twenty-two years. This is the party 
that helped assassinate the League of Nations. 
It is the party of the Hawley-Smoot tariff, 
which contributed so much to the economic dis- 
integratior f the world and the rise of 
Fascism. 

American isolationism, exemplified in the 
Republican Party, ar Russian Bolshevism are 
the two forces which more than any others had 
na my} S1D I rganiza n t the 

r | 4 Ss alter ast a 
and pave rtl atastropr toda 
I retu y t f e | states 

a R iblicar A, . i 

meal I n the unive sis 
aggravate ( ructive eiemer rating 
in tl a 4 the world, s ter the 
hope f on kind for emancipatior from 
the demoniac forces of Hitlerite and Fascist 


despotism 











“Facts vs. Fiction”, an 
Anti-Nazi Bulletin 


Last week, The New Leader, by mis- 
take, reproduced a facsimile of the 
news bulletin Facts vs. Fiction and 
labeled it as emanating from the Gers 
man Consulate at 17 Battery Place. 
The Nazi propaganda sheet is Facts in 
Review. 

Facts vs. Fiction is a staunch anti- 
Nazi weekly which has valiantly ex- 
posed the hate campaigns here. 








Unfortunately, as we have already indicated, 
the Democratic party, too, is not free of isola- 
tionist elements who have shown ability and 
power to terrorize the party on the foreign 
plank in the platform adopted at Chicago. The 
presence of Senators Wheeler, Walsh and Mc- 
Carren on the sub-committee of the platform 
committee was an insult to human intelligence. 
Of the seventeen members of this powerful 
committee at least half were either die-hard 
isolationists or known non - interventionists. 
While the plank dealing with foreign policy 
finally adopted by the convention was not quite 
so weak as that of the Republicans and was 
obviously designed to enable the head of the 
ticket to interpret it as he pleased, the fact of 
its adoption indicates the tremendous amount 
of work and education that lies ahead on this 
issue to make the people understand what is in- 
velved. 

On the question of foreign affairs, the Dem- 
ocratic platform is at variance, not only in 
spirit but in letter, with the policy which we 
have come to regard as President Roosevelt's. 
It is not a pretty or reassuring spectacle. 
Ignorance and cowardice cannot be permitted 


to be the guides of a great party at a time 
when the very existence of civilization is at 
stake. 

To promise the people “peace”’—safety for 
their skins and fleshpots for their bellies—when 


before long this ‘nation may have to wage @ 
struggle for survival against the most formid- 
able combination of enemies history has eyer 
seen—is to betray America. 

The choice of peace is not America’s. It is 
’s. What the politicians of this country, 
what the whole American people must be pre- 

and not in words but in deeds, 

W s this country intend to do if Eng- 
land is defeated? Do we intend to permit. her 
to be defeated and thereby see our own first 
of defense destroyed? And how do we 

t nd’s defeat—by words, 
} ; expressions of sympathy, or by 
‘tion, effective actio strong action, uncom- 
promising, fearless action? 
No, the Democratic convention did not speak 
the language in which the American people must 
his campaign. Never mind the 





pared to answer, 


what dos 








prayers 





he addressed in th 





pre > to prese the social gains of the two 
Ro elt administrations. They cannot be pre- 
served unless democracy is preserved. And 
democra cannot be preserved in the United 


States if it lies shattered in the rest of the 





ited States must be told 





he truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
ne tr 1 

We await the utterances of the President. 

Will he ti Democratic platform 
and the attacks of t ppos ition or will he 
speak out boldly in t cause with which his 
name has been associated? 

Will he act Stepher D uglas or will he 
show the courage and vision of Lincoln? Let 
him have no fear, for the people followed Lin- 


coln—and they will follow him again! 
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Associated 
Farmers Lead 
Terror Drive 


SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.—A 
vigorous campaign of hatred and 
terror against the Catholics, the 
Negroes, and the migratory work- 
ers was unleashed this week by 
the Ku Klux Klan acting as a 
subsidiary arm of the labor-bait- 
ing Associated Farmers. Closely 
associated with the activities of 
these two organizations is the 
work of Captain Fritz Wiede- 
mann, talented Nazi propagand- 
ist, and Reich consul here. 

The Associated Farmers, first 
exposed by The New Leader, is 
an organization of large corpor- 
ate and absentee landowners who 
run San Joaquin Valley in a feu- 
dal manner. It was this group 
that started the wholesale impor- 
tations of Okies and Arkies to 
work the short-term seasonal 
crops, by lurid promises of work 
and prosperity. Despite the Grapes 
of Wrath exposures, the condi- 
tions described still prevail. 

Because of the hearings con- 
ducted by the LaFollette commit- 
tee on the Associated Farmers, 
they are using the Klan to con- 
duct their terror campaign of 
smashing unions and beating 
workers. The Klan is strongly 
anti-Catholic here because of the 
huge Mexican agricultural popu- 
lation which is religiously devout. 

In the strategic San Joaquin 
Valley local leaders of the hood- 
ed order claim an active member- 
ship of 7,600 Klansmen. The cen- 
ter of the new Klan activity is 
in Visalia, Tulare County. Other 
branches exist in Porterville, 
Fresno, Bakersfield, Dinuba, San- 
ger and Selma. “Province is the 
term applied by the Klan to the 
rich fruit-growing San Joaquin 
Valley area, and the head of the 
“province is called Titum. Gath- 
erings and cross-burnings take 
place along the St. Johns River 
north of Visalia. 

In various towns of the valley 
numerous leaflets have recently 
been distributed by the Klan’s 
agents. One leaflet, for instance, 
has the drawing of a hooded and 
gowned Klansman on horseback 
carrying a fiery cross. The re- 
verse side of the leaflet reveals 
this printed message: 

“We have met many people who 
are neutral on the Klan question 
—afraid to take sides—just wait- 
ing for the thing to get popular. 
«+ If you can’t enlist with real, 
red-blooded Americans, then line 
up with the spineless creatures 
and crooks, so you can be counted 
and people may know what you 
Bee... 

The area of concentrated Klan 
activity is no accident. It be- 
comes evident that this most re- 
cent campaign is planned as a 
gesture of assistance and comfort 
to the exploiters of the Okies and 
to the haters of those who would 
help these migrants. 

The area for this campaign has 


been well plowed too by Nazi 
consul Fritz Wiedemann whose 
office is in San Francisco. Per- 
sons acquainted with the inner 
routine of Wiedemann’s office 


state the Nazi Consulate follows 
the activities of the Associated 
Farmers and the Klan with much 


interest and ill-concealed sym- 
pathy. 
The organization of Germans 


Living Abroad, directed by Ernest 
Bohle in Berlin, has long regard- 
ed the feudal character of the 
large-scale farms in California as 
a fertile field, and Wiedemann, a 
close friend of Hitler’s, sent 
to this region precisely because it 
was felt that the “gentlemen- 
farmers” of the Golden State 
would welcome him. It is known 
that volumnious reports on this 
and other facts of California’s do- 
mestic affairs sent to Berlin 
with methodic regularity. 


Vas 


are 





NLRB Decisions 
Protected Six 
Million Workers 











In four and a half years of 
Wagner Act operation, over six 
million workers sought the pro- 
tection of the National Labor Re- 
lations Board, a government sur- 
vey reveals. 

As a result of Board action, 
over 270,000 workers were re- 
instated after strikes and lock- 
outs, and nearly 20,000 others 
who had been fired for union 
membership were put back on 
their jobs. 

Many of the appeals from th 
3oard have been carried through 
to the Supreme Court where the 
decisions have veecome funda- 
mental precedents for future 
court decisions in labor law. 
These cases have involved thous- 
ands of workers al! d a char ge in 
the fundamental outlook of ths 
court towe i he gove ment 
and industry’s responsibilities to- 
ward labor. The decisions in the 
Remingto1 Rand, the Jon 


Laughlin, the Fansteel, and ter 
of other Cast 
course of American 
legal thinking. 


have changed the 


social and 





~ 


a 





ait tl Ml 


These families are the first beneficiaries of the dream 

which was B. Charney Viadeck’'s—decent housing for 

East Side folk. Above are the first tenants moving into 
the Viadeck City Housing Project homes. 


FDR Seen Winning Fight 
On Peacetime Training 


By GEORGE SHORT 
Special to THE NEW LEADER 
WASHINGTON, D. C.—It may be lonely in the capital, 
but the real excitement is here—not in Chicago. Behind the 
facade of unity on national defense plans is a political slug- 
fest between the Administration on one side, and the War 
Department-Woodring crowd and anti-New Deal Senators 


on the other. 


The first skirmish over the form military training should 
take is almost over. The Hillman project was the first ob- 


jective of the anti-Roosevelt bloc 
—a group which hag the support 
of Fathet Coughlin, who has 
whipped up a letter campaign, in 
his usual style, attacking the 
vocational defense. plans in anti- 
semitic statements. 

About 50,000 unskilled WPA 
workers will be trained under the 
Hillman schedule. These are al- 
ready being selected. In addition, 
more than $67,884,000 have been 


allocated among 48 states, New 
York City, and the District of 
Columbia for the operation— 
within the defense projects—of 
the National Youth Administra- 
tion out-of-school work program 
between July 1, 1940 and June 
30, 1941. 

These allotments will make 
possible employment of needy 
young men and women between 


the ages of 
18 to 24, on 
publicly  co- 


Ss p onsored 
projects, de- 
signed to 
provide 
youth with 
work experi- 
ence in basic 
defense in- 
dustries. 

At present 
the NYA op- 
1,632 


shops includ- 


Roosevelt 


erates 


ing woodworking, automotive, 
airplane, metal and mechanical, 
radio, electrical, and related 
trades, in which 38,327 young 


people are employed. 

Present facilities can 
panded without further 
ment to provide shop employ- 
ment and experience for 73,930 
young people. This branch of the 
relief system G.O.P. indus- 
trialists because it deprives them 
of cheap apprentice labor. 

The Senator Burke-Roosevelt 
feud has leaped out of the com- 
pulsory conscription arena into 
the presidential campaign. Burke 
is using his franking privileges 
for wide distribution of Willkie 
speeches which he has inserted 
in the Congressional Record. 
Sources which this correspondent 
has always considered reliable 
insist that the Burke Bill 
introduced to stymie effective de- 
and create anti-New Deal 
sentiment. Roosevelt’s proposal to’ 


be exX- 


equip- 


irks 


was 


fense 


call the National Guard for a 

year’s training is a counter-move 

to the unpopular Burke Bill. 
The administration which 


launches a national compulsory 
military training law will 


unpopulat 


be as 
as a New York mayor 
attempting to raise subway fares. 
This isn’ 


It 


facetious. 
political 
Roosevel 


meant to be 





re cords a 









phenomenon which t is 
trying to avoid during an elec- 
tion—the loss of which might 
turn the nation over to the 
Hoover-party bosses of the 
G.0.P. 
toosevelt’ therefore has let it 
be known that all members of 
the Nation face the 
strong proba f being called 
into active service next autumn 
for a year ¢ ntensive training. 
No married men will be forced 
to yield their job Efforts are 
Y nade to have empk \ 
rua al ( Dp or Va si 1 y 
y ird ner 
Some sort of compulsory trair 
will be effected before 1941. 
Military and naval officials want 
nal 400,000 me 
4 W cl] 4 if « 
pi nt training facil- 
I ( liar oldi vill 
ron he ag rrou 
tw » OU years. 
Whe ( ress re-assembles 
after the Democratic convention 
t will find a ll before it pro- 





Minnesota Lumber ‘Shackers’ Rival 


viding for this National Guard 
training. If the Burke Bill is also 
passed, a day in September or 
October will be set aside for the 
registration of 11,500,000 men 
between the ages of 21 and 30. 
Data thus obtained will provide 
the military offices with infor- 
mation on the physically handi- 
capped, those engaged in key in- 
dustries, those with absolute de- 
pendents—all of whom will be 
set aside in a deferred status 
which would be more or less per- 
manent. 

From the remainder, classes 
will be drawn for military serv- 
ice by a draft system, modeled 
after that used during 1917-1918. 
Master numbers will be drawn, 
and all men with registration 
numbers keyed to the master 
numbers will be notified to ap- 
pear at specific mobilization 
points on a specific date, to go 
under military orders. 

A training period of not less 
than 12 months (army men pre- 
fer 18 and not less than 15) will 
At the end of that 
period the trainees will pass into 
the and remain in that 
status, with an annual period of 
retraining for a month, until they 
become 31 years old. 

Under this plan, if the training 
period were fixed at one year, 
there would be 800,000 men con- 
stantly under training after the 
first six The 
army, however, such 
widespread registration unnec- 
essary at this time. But the issue 
is already in the laps of Con- 
gress and public opinion. 


be required. 


reserves 


months period. 


considers 


SEC Utilities 
Probe Convicts 


Power Chiefs 


Special to THE New LEADER 


ST. LOUIS, Mo.—One of the 
results ‘of the shocking testimony 
disclosed by the recent Securities 
and Exchange Commission inves- 
tigation of the giant North Amer- 
ican utilities holding company, is 
the conviction here in Federal 
Court of Frank J. Boehm, vice- 
president of the Union Electric 
Company, one of the chief links 
in the powerful North American 
system. 


Several weeks ago the NEW 
LEADER reported that the S.E.C. 
had completed a two year inves- 
tigation of this utility system to 
determine whether there had been 
violations of the Holding Com- 
pany Act of 1935 which forbade 
such combines to subsidize polit- 
ical candidates or otherwise en- 
gage in “political activities”—as 
they had been doing on a vast 
scale before the New Deal. 

Exposed in these records is the 
technique by which the huge 
power trusts were able to man- 
ipulate local and state politics 
for their advantages. Through 
the Union Electric Company, the 
North American system was able 
to tecome a powerful factor in 


mid-west and national politics. 
This conviction will. offset the 
presidential campaign. 

Witnesses’ testimony demon- 


strated that Boehm and Albert 
C. Laun, a former vice-president 
of the power trust, lied when they 
acnied that they or the company 


had received contributions to a 
serret “slush” fund which the 
company used for veliiical pur- 
foses. 

More than $525,000 was paid 
to Boehm and other officials. The 
donations were made as_ secret 
“kickbacks” and “rebates” by 


lawyers, insurance companies and 
business men out of money they 
had received from Union Electric 
as payment for their services and 
products. 

Benjamin P. Alschuler, an Au- 


rora, Ill., lawyer, testified, he 
kicked back $111,000 out of the 
retainer fees paid to him by 


Union Electric in the late 1930’s. 


Mason Miller, vice-president of 
an insurance company, testified 
he kicked back $73,000 to the 
fund, 


This method made it possible 


for the company to concea! the 
fund, because “either the doua 
tions nor the exveraitures ap 


peared cn the books. 

The fund was used, she S.E.C. 
records indicate, to subsidize a 
newspaper man to publish propa- 
ganda against a proposed munici- 
pally operated power plant at 
St. Charles, ‘Mo., and spend large 
luxurious 


sums maintaining a 
summer camp for politicians. 


The entire $525,000 kicked back 


was spent for political purposes 
during the past few years—de- 
spite the “reformation” of Big 


Susiness, according to utilities 


propaganda, 


— 





Harry Hopkins liaison man 
of the White House, who 
effected the renomination of 
President Roosevelt for a 
third term. 


FTC Exposes 
Hearst OK on 


Poisoned Foods 
By JOHN DONNE 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 

WASHINGTON.—A grim story 
of poisoned food sold by the huge 
Armour Company, the Kraft Com- 
pany and many other large con- 
cerns endorsed by the “seal of 
approval” of William Randolph 
Hearst’s Good Housekeeping mag- 
azine, was told last week at the 
hearings conducted by the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission—and sig- 
nificantly enough, was largely ig- 
nored by the big metropolitan 
dailies. 

A bottle of salad dressing killed 
two children; a can of corned beef 
put a whole family in the hospital 
and a can of putrid ham exploded 
and the stench drove everyone 
out of a Federal Trade Commis- 
sion hearing room. These prod- 
ucts and of other foods, 
fake cosmetics, and patent medi- 
cine nostrums were introduced as 
evidence at the FTC hearings to 
show that the “guarantees” and 
“seals” so blatantly advertised by 
Good Housekeeping magazine as 
tested and approved as pure and 
of high quality by scientists, are 
frauds on the consumer. 

Mrs. William Hynes testified 
that, “with twelve children, all I 
had to feed them for supper one 
Friday night in 1934, was bread 
and tomatoes.” To make this 
scanty fare more appetizing, she 
spread on it some “Miracle Whip,” 
a salad dressing made by the 
Kraft Phoenix Cheese company. 
All the children became deathly 
sick, Mrs. Hynes and she 
wept as she told how two of them 
died. Kraft “settled out of court” 
by paying her $4,000, after con- 
vincing that a fight 
would be expensive and lengthy. 

Mrs. Olive Leasure of Cumber- 
land, Md., related that 
her brother and sister were taken 
violently ill after eating a can of 
Armour’s corned beef in May, 
1937. For some time they were 
in a hospital in an “unconscious 
coma.” The Armour Co. “ 
$750 for her and _ smaller 
(Continued on Page Six) 


scores 


said, 


her court 


and 


she 


set t led” 


for 


Okies’ Conditions, Average $6 a Week 


(Mr. Rock is a NEW LEADER yoving correspondent. 


MINNEAPOLIS, 


Minn. — Federal 


By MAX ROCK 


cities from time to time) 
officials 


He will send dispatches from different 


investigating the lumber operators of 


northern Minnesota have uncovered conditions that are rivaled only by the squalor and 
misery of the sharecropping country in the South. 


“Unbelievable 


conditions exist 


in 


the industry here,” 


Federal agents report. “We 


saw boys and girls as young as eight years old peeling pulpwood and piling brush.” Fami- 


] 
( 
? 
f 
I 
< 





ies called “shackers” live in mov- 
ible hovels made of odds and ends 
»f lumber and tin. Often as many 
is a dozen people live in one 
‘oom. In most instances whole 
families work for the lumber com- 
yanies, a single check being made 
nut to the father for work done 


by himself, his wife, and children 


l 


——Boom Cities Dead——— 


WASHINGTON, D. C.: The picturesque 
booming frontier town, the erection of new 
skyscrapers dotting the skyline, 





inder eleven. 


perous growth of a “Zenith” as 
in Sinclair Lewis’ “Babbitt” 


United States is leveling off. I 
reports from 105 cities show a 


increase of only 5% between 1930 and 1940, 
compared with an increase of 23.6% 


previous decade. 


The principal causes are a declining birth rate, a 
stoppage of immigration, the ten-year depression which halted 
the migration of farm youth to the city, and the steady advance 
of transportation media, especially the automobile, which re- 
sulted in the growth of suburban housing. 
industry 
Ford’s paternalism, to provide farm plots for workers. 


been the decentralization of 


Henry 


Several social and economic 


trends: 
homes, 


schools, streets and 


With all these, the burdens of government grew heavier. Streets, 
police and fire protection must be maintained, 


sewers, schools, 
but now there are fewer persons 


all 
firmly entombed in the past as returns from 
the 1940 census show for that the first time 
in our history the urban population of the 
*reliminary 


The growing city of that era. 


consequences flow from these 
The building of new 
skyscrapers provided manv jobs. 


One of the most typical and 
striking cases was that of Wil- 
liam Brown and his family, The 


family lived on a tract of land 
which company wanted to 
clear of brush and pulpwood. 
The set to 
work while 
the father 


tne 


children 
the brush, 
and their 


younger 
clearing 


older boys 


the pros- 
epitomized 
are now 





population 


Henry Ford 


in the 


virtual 


Another factor has 


and attempts, such as 


to pay the costs. 








cut the timber. When the tract 
was cleared the family hauled 
their shack to another spot, where 
the entire process was repeated. 
The wages paid to this family of 
sixteen in a year and a half total- 
led only $349. The average pay 
for the workers, when employed, 
was $6.18 a week in the winter 
and $9.66 in the summer. 
The first convictions 

tained at Brainerd when 
men, Edward B. Sullivan, 
T. Ziman and S. William 

operating two companies pleaded 
guilty to charges of violating the 
Wage and Hours Law. They were 
fined $10,000 and ordered to pay 
back wages amounting to $35,000. 


Brown’s case was successfully 


were ob- 
three 
Saul 
Locke, 


prosecuted by the federal at- 
torney on the grounds that the 
company is engaged in interstate 
commerce. The Browns’ were 
awarded $262 in back-pay, 
Following the convictions of 
the operators, “consent decrees” 
were filed against a number of 
other companies.* The City Oil 


Company of Wadena was the first 








of these to be moved against and 
was ordered to meet all require- 
ments of the law and pay $2,000 
it cl res, 

Many of these companies have 


protected by Governor Stas- 
en’s administration which ha 
wiped out nearly all the 


progressive gains enacted by 


social! 
and 
adminis- 


previous Farmer-Labor 


trations, 


Mr. Tartak is out of town this 


week. His column will be 


resumed in the next issue. 


Modern Mephistopheles 


By JOSEPH T. SHIPLEY 


ANY of the oldest legends are capable of restatement in con- 

temporary terms. Every generation rewrites the tale of Troy. 
Josiah Royce has rewritten the Christian credo, making the orig- 
inal sin man’s separate sense, his individuality, which can be rec- 
onciled with the collective whole only by forces outside the in- 
dividual, thus by an “act of grace.” 

The devil plays no specific part in this conception; but he cannot 
be left out of any symbolic picture of our days—the greatest relig- 
ious problem is, of course, the explanation of evil: if God is both 
all-powerful and all-good, how explain the cruelty and the suffer- 
ing, the greed and fear, that reign in.the world today? 

Dorothy L. Sayers, in her retelling of the Faust story as the 
drama* for this year’s festival at Canterbury Cathedral (where 
T. S. Eliot’s “Murder in the Cathedral” was first produced) does 
not attempt any novel solution of the problem. 

She rests content with giving a modern turn to Faust’s desire; 
she sees in him “the type of the impulsive reformer, over-sensitive 
to suffering, impatient of the facts, eager to set ghe world right 
by a sudden overthrow, in his own strength and regardless of the 


ineluctable nature of things.” 


te ste 


as 


HIS description might seem to turn Dr. Faustus into a Com- 


munist. 


Psychologically, therefore, we may consider the Amer- 


icans who until a few weeks ago thought they were Stalinites, in 
the light of Dorothy Sayers’ continuing comments. For she points 
out that when the man discovers he cannot have his way, “he falls 
into despair (or, to use the current term, into ‘defeatism’) and takes 


flight into fantasy. 


The escape of Faustus parallels that of many in our own time; 
he yearns for the child-like, the primitive, the unconscious—as the 
weak in our generation range from child-like (dog-like) devotion 
to their Fuehrer to the vagaries and deliberate hysterical state of 


surrealism. 


With this, as Dorothy Sayers points out, we find an avoidance 
of adult responsibility, the denial of value to growth and time. 
The inability to accept time, and also to distinguish between time 
and eternity (the temporal and the spiritual), is at the basis of 
the errors of communism as it underlies the misconceptions regard- 


ing good and evil. 


“The Devil to Pay” seems a vivid play. 


The dialogue is nat- 


ural; it breaks effectively from prose into poetry, often of dignity 


and power. 


Although some of the speeches, especially of priest 


and pope, are too long, the drama is a sincere and sound reinterpre- 
tation of the Faust theme in terms of life today. 





* “THE DEVIL TO PAY,” by Dorothy L. Sayers. Harcourt, Brace 


and Co. 





CP Plans Craft Ruin of 
Painters for CIO Entry 


On July 3, 1940, only a few short days after his election 
as secretary-treasurer of District Council No. 9 of the 
3rotherhood of Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers, the 
New York Post carried an interview with Louis Weinstock: 

“He (Weinstock) takes over again at a time when a 
momentous task confronts the Council—the stabilization 
of wages and jobs in an industry which has been unstable 


for years, caused in large part 
by the very nature of the craft 
itself. Although it requires great 
skill in certain types of work 
such as costly interior decoration, 
it is only a semi-skilled craft in 
the flat 
the renovation 
apartments. 

“Most of the work here is semi- 
skilled but the old A.F.ofL. policy 
has been to maintain a wage scale 
of $52.50 for a 35-hour week, 
comparable to wages paid some 
of the highly skilled crafts. 

“As a consequence, apartment 
houses and building owners have 
had no trouble in getting painters 
for half this wage and on a 40- 
and 50-hour week. 

“Conceivably, the scale could be 


wall painting required in 
of offices and 


maintained through tight city- 
wide organization supported by 
the other A.F.of L. building 


trades. 

“But such a tight organization 
has not been possible. Two other 
district councils exist, with differ- 
ent policies, one in Brooklyn and 
the other in Queens and Nassau 
County. Painters go anywhere in 
the city to find jobs. 

“Wenistock’s answer is to set 
up a separate division and a more 
realistic scale for the lower skilled 
work, for the socalled mainten- 
ance jobs in apartment houses, 
hotels and office buildings.” 

We have not the slightest doubt 
that these quotations represent 
correctly the ideas expressed to 
Mr. Bostrom, the Post reporter, 


who set them down in writing. 
Mr. Bostrom is well known as a 


competent reporter friendly to 


labor and it will be difficult for 
Weinstock to disavow the inter- 
view on the ground that he was 


misquoted, 
Moreover, the st 
ascribed to Weinstock by the re- 
porter are the familiar ideas 
peddled for many years to the 
members of our union by Wein- 
stock. It is, therefore, necessary 
to analyze them now so that the 


inters and the public may know 


atements 








what confronts them under the 
new Weinstock administration. 
1—“Painting required in the 
renovation of offices and apart- 
ments is only a_ semi-skilled 
craft,” we are told. This is one 


of Weinstock’s oft-repeated stock 
statements. It is formula he 
} I excuse for 
union with un- 
from the 
city’s vast army of unemployed 
of every vocation and no voca- 
These the elements 
Weinstock and his Communist 


the 





een using as an 
our 


nfiltrating 


kille d 


elements taken 


tion. are 





trade by employing painters as 
so called maintenance men. at 
coolie wages. He gives a clean 
bill of health to these employers 
seeking to force upon us mainten- 
ance wages and sweatshop hours 
of labor. 


3—The criticism of the “A. F. 


of L. policy to maintain a wage 
scale of $52.50 for a 35-hour 
week” contained in Weinstock’s 


statement to the Post, is an out- 
rageous piece of union wrecking 
and supports the contention of 
the bosses that our wages are 
altogether too high, that the time 
is ripe for a wage cutting cam- 
paign on a grand, unprecedented 
scale. It is a gross betrayal of 
the members of our union, 
4—“Apartment house and build- 
ing owners have had no trouble 
in getting painters for half this 


wage and on a 40- and 50-hour 
week,” says Weinstock. After 
this statement ‘uttered by the 


secretary-treasurer of our union, 
would it be surprising if the bos- 
ses should now kick out every 
painting contractor operating un- 
der agreement with our union on 
the basis of the union scale and 
the 35-hour week and substitute 
painters willing to work for the 
half the scale and 40 to 50 hours 


a week? Does not Weinstock say 
that the bosses would have no 


trouble getting all the men they 
want on such a basis? 

5—As a matter of fact the 
“realistic” scale for “lower skilled 
work” advocated by Weinstock 
means a scale just half of the 
$52.50 wage for a 40- to 50-hour 
work week as applied not only on 
what he classes as “maintenance 
jobs” but on all renovating work 
in apartments and every other 
kind of repainting work, for the 
reason that 90 per cent of our 
jobs are in the category classed 
by Weinstock as “lower skilled.” 

Surely, it would be contrary to 
all logic and practical craft 
reasoning to argue the repainting 
of a Bronx apartment, carrying 
a rental of $10 a month per room, 
higher skill than the 
renovation of an apartment in 
mid-Manhattan, on the fashion- 
able East Side or West Side, only 
because the owner calls it main- 
tenance work although the rental 
is five to ten times as high as 
that in the Bronx. 

Weinstock obviously interprets 
his “victory” in the recent union 
election as a mandate to destroy 
our wage standards and under- 

(Continued on Page Three) 


requires 





itilize as voting 
of the organiz 
2—By classifying our craft as 
‘semi-skilled” in the field 
of renovating apartments and of- 
ere fully 90 cent of 
our employment opportunities lie, 
Weinstock the 
realty interests and building own- 
ers in their efforts to degrade our 


masters il cattle 





for control ation. 


fices ,wl 


per 


gives 


support to 
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I By Chorles Edward Russell 











O, all you readers of history, come and have a look at this 
see if you have ever encountered (or imagined) its like. 
Here is the old Holy Alliance, after the 150 years 
as a stuffed specimen in the 
over the lot. 


has hung 


museum of history, come to life 


again, and careering all It certainly is the same old 
Holy Alliance, disguised now with a pickelhaube and a pair of 
pants and much more ably managed but unmistakably the identical 
old beast. 

The kings of the antique world put it together that by com- 
bined effort they might safeguard their thrones and fat preserves 
from the common horde and rag-tag, aroused by the French Revo- 
lution. The kings of the present day, who are the Privilegees and 
Profit-mongers, put the old thing in action again to safeguard 
their power and perquisites. They do it in all countries; in all 
countries they have exactly the same feeling about rag-tag. It is 
the most impressive repetition in history, accelerated by but one 
new element. 

Besides the objective of security in power and pelf, there is 
now the tremendous impetus that lies in the hope of “stable labor 
conditions,” no more strikes and no troub!esome unions. 

The Holy Alliance on a clean-cut balance-sheet basis, and 
I'll wager that there wasn’t a groan in Cliveden when France 
was stillettoed. 





¢ _ a 
Rather Privilege and Profits 
Than Country and Decency 
‘Brctee no France than a France ruled by the rabble. Better 

Hitler than the C.G.T.” 

That, it appears, is the aptest condensation of the con- 
trolling thought of the upper classes in France as it has been 
and still is the controlling thought in similar classes in other 
countries. It explains the Holy Alliance, for as it was with 
the kings, these beneficiaries of the existing society are bound 
by a tie of common interest and terrorized by the same 
spectre in whatsoever clime. 

So the old emigrés after 1793 found congenial refuge with 
noblemen in whatsoever other country—refuge and support. So 
an old French count threw himself into his blazing castle rather 
than see his former serfs go free. 

From a review of the press comments, such a situation seems 
hard for the average American to grasp, but it is hard only be- 

. cause the American psychology is without a monarchial back- 


ground. That fact makes all the 


the other crystailized fact that so 





difference in the world—that and 
many European democracies 


the 


ways inseparable from that system. And after all, 


have attempted a con promise with and 
with the ] 


it usually simmers down to 


movnarchical system 
caste a 
this, that a man values more his privi- 


leges, rank, swank or ofits than his count) Y, faith or decency. 





And there new nor geographical about that. 
Liberally we conde he French parliament for vot al- 


though with pistol at its head, to end the 


France. T 


republican form of 





government in reporte 








57 per cent of the people of Inited States ready, uncoerced, 
to vote to abolish the republic 

Still there remains, objects Americanus, the implacab hatred 
with which the upper classes of Europe view the rising of the 
herd. But if you really think that phenomenal or singular, liste? 
to some New Deal « and ‘ ou can dete anv essential 
difference. Or interview elected members of the United State 
Chamber of Comme . The duke of 1789 ji ‘ ndu ialist 


of today. 


“Congress is cold toward an excess profits tax,” says the 


Washington despatch. Consider the why of this visitation 
of low temperature and see where that leaves us in regard 
to modern feudalism. 

Communism the 

Handmaiden of Reaction 
HROUGH th vast d latior nd rui nee all pe tnat 









have come of this upheaval stalks Lys one si 
whose share in bringing r is still 
celebrated. It is the shade n. Thirty 
ago he declat democracy to be the Cul and bane of the work- 
ing class and his mission to de roy it His dream has come true; 


lemocracy has been 


over virtually the whole of Europe, annihilated 
as he wished it to be. 
What have the workers g 


den 


ined from its destruction but ev- 
: ‘ , ‘ . 
yistration that it was the only protection: 


slavement and the 
We need not evade the 
“Moses in Rel” started the whole illimitable reaction 
ended in triumphant despotism. But for him there 
been vo Northern Italy that qn 


this man released as 
that has 
have 


oduced 


fact that the flood 





vould 


Communist upheavals in 


Mussolini; but for him there would have been in Germany no ea 

cuse to de stroy the German Republic. In honor of the man that 
brought about this unexampled defeat of the popular cause, a city 
has been named and statues vreathed. Nothing else in our times 


is likely to afford so much pregnant material to the philosoph feal 


future, 


historian of the 


Gayda Resents Doubt 
Of Italian Veracity 


HE dastardly crime of the Swiss 
vealed to the world by the 
indeed of a 
the genial Italian censo1 
accounts of a naval action were sent ou 


press, now reluctantly re- 
patient, long-s iffering Gayda, seems 


terner 


retribution 


depravity indicating an even 


one by the 
ticent, 


modest and 

















two were totally differ t n ¢o nt hougn 
’ dealing with the same even So e Swis 
press printed both, le their readers to 
choose as to proba le ve1 } ie 
As Mr. Gayda points out, this action h 
itself constituted ar ntolerable nsult to ‘ Pee \ 
Italy, to Fascism, to the very Duce |} elf. Ze #. 
It implied doubt—doubt of the Italian char- <a 
aay of Italy lestiny to reform and Virginio Gayda 
to manage the world, doubt of e divine 
mission and status of Italy’s great leader. Still. it is to be oped 
that Mr. Gayda will not carr ruta nee t tl it to suppre 
all the Swiss journals. Le m temper justice w ! nd 
give these rec ss enen s of the New Europe another chances 

Italy is their near neighbor; easily they can see the glories 
of a muzzled press across the border and perhaps they will 
make haste of themselves to join the goodly chorus that day 
and night swells the grand old anthem, “Duce, You're M) 
Pippiro, I Love Only You!” 

r ° 
A New Technique 
In Subjugation 
’ ES SIR, everything is going right along according to 
schedule and program, thank you. We are now at the 
stage in which we are regaled with accounts of the excellent 
behavior of the Nazi conquerors toward the people whose 
lands and liberties they have stolen. So considerate, these 
Nazis are! They don’t bash the natives over the head with 
rifle butts and actually leave them the shirts on their backs. 
Really nice fellows, when you come to know them. 

The next stage, which may be expected soon, ladies and 
gentlemen, will reveal the beatitudes that the New Europe 
will confer when perfected—peace, ordeg security, work for 
nearly everybody, and guidance by the Fuehrer—just lovely. 
Realism—we must have realism. What are sentimental fluffs 
like a ballot box and liberty compared with the solid advan- 
tages under the universal swastika? After all, juicy divi- 

¢ . E . 
dends are better than elections and a full belly than con- 


Stituent assemblies. 


~~ | Democracy in Torment 





Closing ones’ eyes has turned out to be the worst of all possible bad policies. 


By WILLI SCHLAMM 


| The News Ree] | Socialist Swedish, Danish Gov’ts 
~ Face Destruction— or Aid to Nazis 


We 


should openly face the fact that two Social Democratic governments in Europe have 


chosen to accept Hitler’s orders 


rather than abdicate. 


The Stauning cabinet in Den- 


mark and the Hansson cabinet in Sweden are still in power, although both nations are 
today nothing but tools in Hitler’s hands. 
Both Social Democratic parties have carried out, in past years, the best constructive 


and progressive job ever witnessed in Eur« 
democracy was put to work, and- 


peddlers of 


while elsewhere 





super-radical panaceas killed time 
and chances’ with 
cockeyed quarrels, the Scandina- 
vian Social Democrats calmly 
built up a decent home for peace- 
ful and adult nations. Their bal- 
ance sheet was clean and positive, 
their work the and 
encou Euro- 


aught the world 


democracy’s 


one 





only lesson, 
pean democracy 
luring the past decade, 
Dilemma Great 

The Nazi to them. 
nd a tragedy began, which even 
amidst European 
ordeal pity. 
Nothing easier than to 


accuse govern- 


war came 








the universal 
deserves special 
could be 


the democratic 


ments in Denmark and Sweden of 
high 
of liberty, 
to exist 


treason against the ideals 
because they continue 
Nazi control; and 

would be less 

decent than 
such an atti- 
aw tude towards 
* the victims of 
totalitarian in- 
famy and their 
own 


under 





sense of 
re sponsibility. 
I consider the 
decision of 
and 
Hansson to be 


to make others 


Hansson 


Stauning 


wrong; but I try i 
understand the depth 
ss of their dilemma. 


mself could not 


and myself 
and seriousne 
The devil } have 
invented a 


ven more 
Denmark 


painful one. 


} 














hours. 
had, of 
capitulation and resistance, once 
e Nazi troops stood on its soil. 
The entire Dani army was no 
match for a single German divi- 
on 
But Stauning could ha tried 
to leave t countr with i 
cabir n order to maintain t 
nation’s ylemn protes 
! raj Instead, he 
1 N occu pa- 
t egal aspect 
\ + ild ive b n tt cone 
j f { ine 1 
ration of Denmark w 1 have 
proceeded exac 
edule, N hei! 
+ orld el \ Y 
¢ olu Dar 
( | Get 1 
yuld to liatel 7 
po i pure Nazi admini tration 
No ( er \ oevel 
vould hav ] i H nler 
ly? r of all fe el ipporters 
elf-exiled governm« I 
addition to the country’s « re 





i¢@ parliament and the 


nation remained, there wa no 


possibility of entrusting the petty 


Fascist group agerly 1iting 
for su in opportun vith t 
power Accepti the farce of 
“friendly occupation” at its facc 


value, Stauning could probably 





prevent in some cases, damage to 
’ lecent D peoples’ life 
iortune and pet 
For ! e few 1 intage (I 
do not re of em) Staur 
i i i a Phe ! 
ender loubtle broken 








a... mrs 


Dispatches from abroad received by 4ewish 
in a 


agencies here report the death 


Nazis” 


\ writer and attorney, he 


in that country. 


man of the 





tria preceding the occupation by Hitler’s 
army. 2 
| Dr. Zalman was the particular target of Himmler 
| Nazi ire because of the gh regard 
| despite his being Jewish, in which he was held by the entire 
\ustrian people 
} After the Austrian occupation, Himmler, Gestapo head, 


singled out Zalman for 
concentrati 
hatred for him by 


of the dispatch, 


and 
drove 


“cruel 
which 
sufferings. 


death ended his 
Dr. Zalman died on M 


the concentration camp of 
camp Is one 


Gerhart prominent 
from this camp early in 


Seger, 


the 





concentration camp of Dr. Moritz Zalman, 
who before the Nazi invasion of Austria was 
regarded as the man “most hated by the 


was 


Harand movement, world organi- 


zation against race hatred and human dis- 
tress. Dr. Zalman was instrumental in the 
passage of much social legislation in Aus- 


speedy 
camp, where his Nazi jailers vented their especial 
inhuman 
him 


ay 29th 
Oranienburg-Sachsenhausen. 
of the most brutal camps operated by 
anti-Nazi 


the Nazis. | 
fighter, made his escape 
Hitler regime and exposed its 


horrors in his book: “A Nation Terrorized.” 


ype. In Denmark and Sweden, if anywhere, 





counts even more) the responsi- 
bility for Denmark’s darkest and 
most shameful experience. 

Step by step the Social Demo- 
ocratie government of Denmark 
is forced, by the logic of its re- 
maining in power under Nazi or- 
ders, to line up economically and 
then even, strategically, with the 
German drive on the British Isles 
—the last trench of Danish de- 
mocracy aS well as of Stauning’s 






3ritish Jlabor-friends’ survival. 
For every Danish Soc st, Fa- 
ther Stauning (as he called) 
may have saved, he has made 


ier the murder of hun- 


3ritish Socialists. 


e: 
dred 

Without any formal occupation, 
Sweden has become a mere Ger- 
man province 
down of Norway’s resistance. In 
last two weeks the Swedish 
government, led by the outstand- 
ing Socialist Hansson, signed eco- 
nomic treaties with Hitler, yield- 
ing Sweden’s essential raw ma- 
terials for Germany’s production 
of war against England, and gave 
the Nazi army formal permission 
to transport arms and _ soldiers 
across “neutral” Sweden to Nor- 
way, from where they will be 
used for the ruthless onslaught 
against the British Isles. 

There was not the slightest 
doubt that such an agreement 
saves Hitler hundreds of ships the 
sritish could catch were the 
Nazis forced to bolster their Nor- 
wegian bases by sea. 

But neither can it be 
that Sweden had 
est chance to ref 
demands: completely cut 


anv possible military 


one 





since the break- 





the 














not the 


} gent 





e the German 
off from 
support, the 


nation would be virtually a help- 






less victim of easy and quick 
fF intervention, possibly car- 
ried out in Cooperation with Sta- 
lin. 

But how could 

i Democratic 





and her 


neir name witn 






and uch 
Hansson rather 


nar cual ry oO 
aid to Hitle) 
1C2 5S an Be gland, 
obviously under duress? 
Alternative Is Fascism 
To resign at that moment 
would have meant that the pro- 





ra] , 
tnoug 





stronger than in any Northern 
country, would have been the only 
available suecessors. Once in 
power, Goering’s Swedish friends 
would have yielded not only to 
» Germany’s demands (as Hansson 
did), but would have also trans- 
formed Sweden into a totalitarian 
jail. Thousands of Swedish Demo- 
crats and Socialists (not to speak 


about many political refugees, 
still trapped in Sweden) would 
suffer extermination; the Nazis 


would control immediately not 
just a part, but the entirety of 
Swedish resources and communi- 
cations. 

Refusing the responsibility for 
Sweden’s virtual joining the Nazi 
orbit, Hansson would, on the other 
hand, have saved his nation’s 
and his party’s honor and claim 
for a brighter day. Because Hans- 
son yielded, the Nazis could spare 
the relatively momentous efforts 
they would have had to make, 
were it to have been necessary to 
enforce their desire against 
Sweden’s legal government; and 
the necessity of difficult large 
scale actions in Sweden’s difficult 
terrain may have split Germany’s 
forces so badly that Hitler may 
have to postpone the attack on 
England for a couple of weeks— 
perhaps losing his opportunity, 
to launch his attack this year. 
Furthermore, open Nazi interven- 
tion in Sweden might have in- 
creased the potential elements of 
Russo-German tension so danger- 
ously, that Hitler would have re- 
coiled from such risks. 

No, the balance sheet «f Swed- 
en’s and Denmark’s Social Demo- 
cratic parties is not as clean and 
convincing any more, as it used 
to be a few months ago. But only 
a thoroughly superficial onlooker, 
who never in his life felt th 
painful strain of responsibility 
for other peoples’ life and 
fare, could refuse to comprehend 
the dreadful, the tragic dilemma 
for Stauning, Hansson and 
friends. And as always in genu- 


ine tragedies, the 


wel- 





their 





guilt was cre- 
the past, working with 
violence into the present 
future Denmark’s and Swe- 
democracy could not by any 
have avoided the 
quences of wishful pacificism and 
(Continued on Page Seven) 
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blind 
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means conse- 


CP Wants Craft Ruin of 
-ainters for CIO Entry 


(Continued from Page Three) 


working conditions 














Of what use is all his lip-ser- 
ice ibou revitalizing” the 
inion a “rebuilding” the union, 
and all the rest of his flim-flam 
phi ry, when he comes 
out to the open and tell the 
bossc at, as compared with 
othe 1 trade our trade 
is Oo ( -skilled” and that 
we are not worth the wage scale 
obtaine after many ye of 
trugegle and sacrifice? 

The ma fide painter loyal 
members of our union, will not 
he d led by propaganda, no 
matter where 1t comes from, to 
abandon their position as skilled 
craftsmen and to surrender the 


and conditions for which 





they fought and bled for nearly 
half a century. 

The « tion campaign is over. 
No longer can Weinstock hide 
} otives behind slander 
crusades and political blackmail. 
I is Weinstock’s intention to 
g£O tzkrieging”’ through his 
program of establishing bottom- 


scales and roofless work 


hours, the union painters of this 


German 


vice-chair- 





arrest. He was placed in a 


tortures,” in the words 


almost to madness before 


after more than two 


years in 
This 








city want to know it now. 

If Weinstock and his crew mean 
which has 
been carrying on the struggle for 
better work in living conditions 
over a period of two generations, 
our 


to wreck our union, 


members want to know it 


now. 

If Weinstock 
our union 
“general 
of creating 
him all the more to provide 
under-skilled 


at the expense of old-time 


means to drive 


into one of his notori- 


ol strikes” as a 





means 
confusion to enable 
jobs 
for his liners 
skilled 
craftsmen, the union membership 


that, right 


par ty 


wants to know too, 


now, 

If these be the aspirations of 
the Weinstock regime—and they 
then our union is heading 
straight into civil the kind 
of war which his fellow Commun- 


are 
war, 


ists have imposed on the workers 


of other unions, with the result 
of utter destruction of long- 


vorking conditions 
and annihilation of 


trade union democracy. 


established 
complete 
members of 


will not 


The Progressive 


the Painters Union sur- 


render their union standards. 
They will not give up their local 
inions for a consolidated trans- 





mission They not give 
ip the 7-hour day or the 35-hour 
week under any “plan” or “de 


partment.” 

It is 
Communist objective through 
Weinstock The Com 


know they are to retair 


easy enough to see tt 





plan. 


that if 





contro] of our union as a spring- 
board for the Communist - CIO 
drive in the bu ] g ! they 
ist first destr ) trade a 
a kil 1 trad and a t 
tried trade u ! 
lustry. Tl f 7 
th on i 
ff-raff r} n lern 
nust also } 
\\ 
‘ va lw 4 
' 
1 { - 
at we rogi . embers 
of the Painters Union wi wage 
war without cease and without 


' 
com} 


ron 



































































































































Lehr, we 


comedian é sping 


By VICTOR RIESEL 


pe paraphrase our favorite the lisping Lew 
would like to r that, Hollywood and Ben Hecht notwith- 


< reveal 

newspapermen are funny peo} Washington corre- 
who can predict 1944 campaign slates,, fails dismally 
Hard-boiled , who 


headline stories, are taken in by their 








standing 
spondents, 


union leaders. 





to see through their own 
yawn at Armageddon’s 
own shop representatives. 

In Memphis last 


more securely clamped into the Comintern’ 


reporters 





week thousands of American neu 





iper work- 
paratus. 


found in Herr 


ers were 


More flagrant adherence to the C.P. li 





e couldn t he 


Browder'’s Yonkers domicile. I was too raw. Resignations have 
begun pouring into Guild offices throughout the e try. 
Qne of those aghast at the open Communist direction of the 


sitated to 


Guild convention is William Laurence, 


York Times, which the local Guild o 














organize because the vast majority Times 1ousands of 
employees were anti-Stalinite and ght have swung the balance 
of power against the local commissars. 

Laurence resigned lI2zst week but found that the Guild 


fuehrers wouldn’t permit him to do so. His card was returned 
by pro-Stalinite Organizer Jack Ryan, who wrote that accord- 
ing to Article XII, Section 1, Paragraph K, any attempt to 
resign would bring with it a large fine and expulsion. 

This may sound ludicrous to you—but expulsion from the 
Guild means that the expelled one may never work in any 
Guild closed shop in the future. Under present circumstances 
this means that Mr. Laurence could not be employed by Mr. 
Backer, publisher of the Post, or Joe Patterson, owner of the 
Daily News. 


It means, too, that under the Guild constitution the union man- 
agement has set up a terror system which can be used to blackmail 
—and blackmail politically—all opponents of the Guild’s Com- 


munist leaders. Men like Westbrook Pegler, Ferdi 
or this commentator would find 
Guild became sufficiently strong to 
out the trade. 

By controlling the livelihood of the American newspaperman, 
the Guild’s fuhrers set up a GPU network which will drive anti- 
Stalinites from newspaper work. 

Mr. Laurence isn’t taking matters quietly . 
York Times with than 


presses, 


sundberg, 
the 
1 shops through- 





newspaper doors shut, once 


closer 


secure 








the staid New 
the streamlined 


may soon umoble more 
2 i 


HILE we’re in the like to report that 
our own Deuxieme Bureau did a little probing last Friday 
afternoon after Ralph Ingersoll’s full-page reply to PM’s crities. 
If Mr. Ingersoll has really seen the “leaflet” he charges is being 
distributed by competitors, he more fortunate than the 
newspaper offices in which it was reported circulated. 
Our agents report that the “leaflet” was not seen in the 
New York Times, the Daily Mirror, the Journal-American, the 
New York Post, the World-Telegram, the Sun or the Tribune. 
This leaves only the Daily Worker—and Clarence Hathaway 
and Mike Gold are not as communicative as they might be. 
A late report has it that PM iy and reduce 


s sometime in 


Press Department, we'd 








has been 


will take advertising 





its price to 5 cen 

Documented i 
PM posts will be made in current editions of the 
and the Sat rday Review of Literature. 


c= lit 





into strategic 
American Mercury 


charges 


1uch perturbed 


tle-read 


“Winchellism on the 


contem por: 


over our Socialist Call 
column she writes that “if it’s by Riesel, it ain’t so. No matter 
how many personal keyholes he peeps through, no matter how 





many political beds he hides under, gentleman is usually 100 
per ce inaccurate.” 
M Symes has good reason to be perturbed. But despite her 





kind words, we'll vouch for the accuracy of the following: " 
The Party is being held together only because there isn’t 
sufficient splitting energy teft. The Call editorial beard is split 
wide open on aid to the Allies. Paul Porter, of the Kenosha 7 


Labor, finally succeeded in getting a column to express his 
anti-Hitler views. Jack Altman and a large New York group 
may shortly be expelled for urging aid to England. The Yipsels 
are back at their old tricks—passing resolutions against 
Porter’s pro-British Labor Party article in a recent edition of 
the Socialist Call. There will be a slam-bang fight at the next 
meeting of the N.E.C. in New York. 
We could Miss Symes’ a 


more—but 


a too little attention is being paid to the coming August 31 
“DH lization nf } ” 2 +4) CC; imniet 


> ' 
excite -British temperament 


even 





eace mobil Party 











fronts in Chicago. Here is th all apparatus activity 
involved in rev ping the Le 1 Democracy 
structure into some new nat tion. This will be the 
Comintern’s most important American front—dedicated to pro- 
Nazism, Anglo-phobia and an American-Russian friendship pact. 


shington to Joe Curran’s 
comrad ag orgy. 
Union the A er- 


} } dred more: s¢ es of National 


From the West 
sea-going cells the 
The National Maritime 
ican Youth 
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Vegro Congre 3s 


Coast's 
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State of 


ee make % 





severe 


Congress 


delegates will be 


yvresent ind of course the much 
drunk 


constitu- 


toured Congressman Vito Marcantonio. If Vite sy't ined 


from constant rounds of “peace” 


tion is as strong as his Stalinism. 








Watch the transmission belts turn up: Every borough 
Community Peace ¢ SS, People’ Peace Committee, 
Peace Movement, e From Brooklyn to the Bay Frisco, miméo- 


twirl f 
Peace Mobilization. 
National Maritime Union, tbe 
The comrades are keeping 
Secretary Goldblatt, in Washington, ¢ 
nett are 
League, 
In Indiana, the Evansville Peace Council—C.P., of course— 
prepares for the Chicago meeting by distributing leaflets quot- 
ing Charles Lindberch’s talks. 


BRECAUSE Jean Horie, New York City secretary of the American 
Youth Cc ! 


rress, is too openly a 


graphs turning out blue-print Tor i! iutomator national 
nembers of the 


C.I.0. unions. 


Local officers everywhere ar 
A.Y.A., and Stalir 

| in safe hands. In Cali a, C.1.0. 
1.0. Eugene Den- 
key men. So are local officers of Labor’s Non-Partisan 


forn 
for 


secretary 





placed as executi secretary of Emerg y Peace Mob 
Committee of Greater New Yo y Dr. Walter S. Neff of t 
College psyche yar B i ( self, we 
could tell a Wa it ff sa 

le la ep! ( Stalir Teachers [ Y 








P fa) F V vho by tt way 

dita hte tn hs Bs tte BR J heat anti-Se te Jacoh Thorkel- 

he é é forgot t form John Lewellyn that 

el it LI 7] gt imp on, 

aad LEYDA’S ! H va r s beer 

iV M M 4 I Library an annual 

rray 530,06 S70,000 a 1 alar being supplied jointly 

A. R feller i John (Plattsburg) Hay Whitney 

( ‘as ay oat . reet of t , s these days). 
his year the Hays office denied the Library's grant. Little 


excuse was given, but, we'll wager Commissar Leyda—recently 
of Moscow—that Seymour Stern’s exposure of C.P. ideological 


dictatorship up in Millionaire Row had something to do with 
the sudden cut 
Mr. W itriot rilled 
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is Nazism a Social Revolution? 





Minister of Information Duff 

Cooper. this week gave a 

detailed .set of instructions 

to the British populace on 

what to do in case of in- 
vasion. 


Past 10 Years 
Showed‘ Greatest 
Inérease in Gov't Work 

CHICAGO, Il].— The last 10 
years have been the busiest pe- 
riod far state legislatures in 
American history, according to ¢ 
report from the Council of State 
Governments. 

State legislators worked over- 
time in more special sessions dur- 
ing the past, decade than in any 
other petiod in efforts to meet 
unusal demands. resulting, for 
the most part, from’changing eco- 
nomic conditions. 

The’ cofiiicil’s’-yeport, covering 
the A4 years from 1927 to the 
present; shows there have been 
252 special sessions since 1930. 

This was in-addition to regular 
legislative held every 
other year in most states. 

The 1940 total may be in- 
ereased with the development of 
an emergency national defense 
program, which may require sup- 
plementary’ state legislation be- 
fore ‘the year is out, the council 
saitl> . 


sessions, 


no fixed 

meaning in current popular usage, Most 
writers who use it intend to suggest by it vast 
social changes whose character is indicated, if 
at all, only in the vaguest way. 

Hitler’s remarkable military victories, to- 
gether with the reports of the death defying 
enthusiasm of his soldiers, have led many peo- 
ple to revaluate Nazism as a profound social 
revolutionary movement. The conclusion in 
some cases has been that we should not under- 
estimate its strength, its reservoir of human 
energy, or place any hope on the activities of 
underground groups within Germany. Others 
have warned that because Hitlerism is a so- 
cial revolutionary movement, it can only be 
defeated by social revolutionary movements, 
within the remaining democracies, which would 
parallel Hitlerism in all respects except in its 
ultimate ends and in the character of its lead- 
ing élite. And here and there, particularly 
among Stalinists and their sympathizers, there 
are soft insinuations that since Nazism is a 
social revolutionary movement, Hitler’s victory 
vould not be altogether calamitous. “After all, 


what if a few liberals and Jews are beaten!” 


HE phrase “social revolution” has 


HERE is no illumination to be found in a 

loose use of terms. If the enthusiasm of 
Hitler’s soldiery is a sign of a social revolu- 
tionary movement, then any victorious army 
sweeping everything before it in an offensive 
on enemy soil, is social revolutionary. In the 
first months of the war of 1914 the German 
soldiers and populace were every whit as en- 
thusiastic as they are today. But no one re- 
garded the war as an expression of revolu- 
tionary energies. On the other hand, even 
armies which are avowedly revolutionary are 
not enthusiastic in retreat or defeat. 

German military victory is the cause not 
the effect of Nazi enthusiasm. And what gave 
the Germans victory, was superior military 
leadership, strategy, and equipment. Morale 
is always a factor; its absence may be fatal 
but its presence is rarely decisive except when 
two armies are approximately equal in other 
respects. 

It may be argued that without its industrial 
co-ordination and planned economy, the Ger- 
man army would not have achieved its tech- 
nical superiority. Undoubtedly. But a planned 
economy is not a sufficient condition for mili- 
tary success. Otherwise Russia would not have 
failed so miserably in Finland. It was officers 
assigned by the German military staff who 
showed the Russians how to crack the Man- 
nerheim Line. The important point, however, 
is this: if the existence of a planned economy 
in Germany is evidence of a social revolution, 
then Germany accomplished its social revolu- 
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 Germany’s “State Ownership” Is 
Bureaucracy’s Counter Revolt 


tion before the war, and it is hard to under- 
stand why the war should prove what every- 
one already knew. 

It is sometimes said that Nazism is a so- 
cial revolutionary movement because in conse- 
quence of the war which it has unleashed, the 
Western World will never be the same, no 
matter who proves to be the ultimate victor. 
Quite true, but this holds for any interna- 
tional war or even any major event. The 
world is never the same. Any one old enough 
to remember, will admit. that the U.S. was 
profoundly different in many respects after 
the first World War, but it would be using 
language in arbitrary fashion to speak of 
these changes as constituting a social revolu- 
tion. 

ok * * 

HAT, then, is the significance of Nazism? 

Nothing indicates so eloquently the steril- 
ity of Leninist theory as the view that it is 
the last phase of finance capitalism. This has 
been the dogma of all Leninist schools—Trot- 
sky, Dutt, Guerin, etc. It assumes that the 
individual capitalist, who as a capitalist is 
interested only in profit, is willing to sacrifice 
himself for the interests of the capitalist class, 
in actuality, the interests of a few finance 
capitalists. Not only is this the sheerest mys- 
ticism, it is demonstrably false. Finance cap- 
italists—insofar as there are any left in Ger- 
many today—take their orders from the Nazi 
party and not vice versa. Nor is there any 
evidence that their counsel has greater weight 
in Nazi party circles than that of other social 
groups. 

The difficulty with most discussions of the 
Nazi state is that they are carried on either 
with no clear conception of the meaning of the 
terms used or with traditional concepts drawn 
from the arsenal of orthodox Marxism accord- 
ing to which a social revolution must be pro- 
gressive and, in our age, in the interests of 
the working class and its allies. From the first 
position almost anything can be called a “so- 
cial revolution,” Fascist dictatorships, Popular 
Front governments, the New Deal, etc., since 
they indisputably do introduce “profound” so- 
cial changes. From the second position, the 
possibility of any social revolution different 
from the type envisaged by the orthodox 
schema is ruled out by definition. The first 
position induces a kind of political delirium 
tremens in which social revolutions chase one 
another in a mad succession; the second re- 
sults in stark blindness. 

If we follow the customary usage of scien- 
tific historians, the term “social revolution” 
will designate (1) a change in property rela- 
tions, (2) effected by a transfer of political 
power from one class to another. Once we de- 


By Sidney Hook 


Chairman, Department of Philosophy, 
at New York University. 


fine property functionally, i. e., as the right, 
enforced" by state power, to exclude others 
from the use of goods and services, then it 
is strictly accurate to say that in Germany 
(as in Russia) the basic instruments of pro- 
duction are owned by the party bureaucracy. 
This bureaucracy includes individuals who may 
not hold membership in the party but who, 
strategically placed in the sectors of produc- 
tion, education, and the military arm, accept 
party orders and objectives. The ruling bu- 
reaucracy constitutes a social class with dif- 
ferential living conditions and a_ unifying 
world outlook. It excludes all other groups 
of the population from participation in work- 
ing out controlling basic policies. In this sense, 
despite differences in paper decrees and con- 
stitutions, Nazism is just as much a social 
revolution as Bolshevism. 

Power has been transferred from the cap- 
italists but not to the workers. 

As an, independent force, the workers could 
exercise more influence in a capitalist state 
than they can today under totalitarianism. 
More than ever before, the state is the exec- 
utive committee of one group of the popula- 
tion—the party functionaries, factory exec- 
utives, military men and administrators whose 
professional life consists in coordinating their 
rule with the help of a national mythology. 
This has been, or should have been, obvious 
even to ideological diehards since 1935. The 
war has revealed nothing which modifies this 
picture. 

At the same time, however, Nazism like 
every other variety of Fascism is culturally 
a counter-revolutionary movement. Counter- 
revolutionary in respect to what? Counter- 
revolutionary to the cultural, political and so- 


cial ideals of the French Revolution and, 
therefore, to the socialist movement. 
a * * 
VERY one of the ideals of the French 


Revolution, with one possible exception, is 
anathema to the Nazi philosophy of life. All 
one need do to verify this is to run over the 
specific rights of men enunciated in the basic 
declarations of the French (also American) 
tevolution which were partially fulfilled in 
practice, and to compare them with the cur- 
rent German practices. The one possible ex- 
ception is fanatical nationalism which did not 
emerge with the French Revolution but with 
Napoleon, who arrested even as he consolidat- 
ed some of its gains. 

Why,: it may be asked, if Nazism is counter- 
revolutionary from the standpoint of the 
French Revolution is it therefore counter-rev- 
olutionary from the standpoint of the socialist 
movement? The answer would be commonplace 

(Continued on Page Six) 
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To Regiment 7 Million 











Editor “Neue Volkszeitung, 
Affairs Committee of the German 


tour through England under 
Labor Party. Since I was 


asked to address a meeting of 


wife and child who wer 
centration camp. 
Having made the 


former member of the German 
mitee on Foreign Relatior 
British members. of 
not to take things too easy; 
power of the Nazi party, 
seriously in spite of 
pay attention to the 
Mr. Alfred Rosenberg on the 
Europe first—and then 

What I 


seemingly 


to frighten the outside world 
come into too clos¢ 


had lost his. judgment. 


By GERHART H. SEGER 


former 


ATE in March 1934, a few months after my escape from 
the Oranienburg concentration camp, I started a lecture 
the auspices of the 
one of the first political refu- 
gees from Germany, I was invited twice to address meet- of this country, warning it not to 
undercover activities of 
must avoid with equal care the present anti-alien hysteria 
and the underestimation of the real Nazi danger, which, 
belief, lies not in 
But so far, to most of my warnings, 
reply: “Now, now, keep your shirt on. 
not Germany! We take care of 
dictators 
how quickly we finished Fritz Kuhn; instead of being the 
ider of his fifth column, he is a convict in Sing 
Io be sure, there are some American fascists too 
but they are all crackpots and won’t get anywhere.” 
3 K ok 


ings of members of both houses of the British Parliament; 
first I spoke to the Labor members. 
liberal and conservative 
members under the chairmanship of Lady Astor. 
meeting, by the way, resulted in action which freed my 
kept as hostages in a men’s con-_ I get the 


Nazi movement 
study in Germany before Hitler came to power, and as a 
Reichstag and its Com- 
s, I felt it 
Parliament, as strongly as I could, 
to recognize the dynamic 
to take Hitler’s “Mein Kampf” 
its ridiculous boasting, 
foolish announcements of 
Nazi 
the world at large. 
said, was said in vain. 
taken as the utterance of someone who had lost his sense 
of proportion because of his imprisonment in a concen- 
tration camp, or as the opinion of a refugee who wanted 
merely 


contact with the Nazis and thereby 


member of the Foreign 
Republic’s Reichstag. 


3ritish 


A second time I was 
This contrary to common 
noisy Nazi Bund. 


all, this is America 


a field of particular such would-be 





comme 
Sing. 





my duty to warn the 


and even to 


plans to conquer years old, died of 


My warnings were 


because he had is the first requisite 
hand, there are about 
of first and 


to relax and not to be too pessimistic. 
a Hitler will not dare 
whole world by attacking disarmed, peaceful countries.” 

While I am perfectly aware of the unpleasant position 
of someone who goes about saying “I told you so,” I can 
not help feeling that I find myself in the same situation 
here in the United States. 
have been lecturing throughout the length and breadth 


NLY one who comes from a totalitarian country can 

appreciate better the strong democratic tradition in 
the United States. While Germany’s democracy, only 14 
some 
democracy is 150 years old and well established in the 
minds and hearts of the people. 
even difficult to enforce simple speed laws is not very 
likely to go totalitarian, let alone the strong tradition of 
states’ rights opposed to the centralization of power which 
of totalitarianism. 
seven million German Americans 
second generation in the 


“Consuls” Direct 5th Column Efforts 


Germans 


in U. S. 














“After all, even 
to defy the public opinion of the 


issue. 


For almost six years now I 


underestimate the 
the Nazis here. Of course, one 


be swayed 
the annoyingly 
After 
Look 


remember Huey Long? 


infantile disease, American 


A country where it is 


On the other 


United States, 





nately not more than another five per cent are actively 
engaged in combatting Nazi propaganda in the United 
States or have otherwise taken a firm stand on the Nazi 
Ninety per cent of the German Americans are 
either indifferent politically, or they are afraid to take 
a stand because they fear repercussions against their 
innocent relatives in Germany. 
unspeakable cruelties of the Nazi 
introduced the medieval barbarism of hostage arrest, this 
fear is not without foundation. 
cisive question: in what direction can those ninety per cent 


Since it is one of the 
regime to have re- 


Accordingly it is a de- 


for or against the Nazi movement? Needless 


to say: Hitler’s assurance that he has no designs on the 
Western hemisphere is not worth the paper on which it 
was written. The Nazis do not spend millions of dollars 
every year on propaganda in the U.S.A. and the Western 
hemisphere without counting on future dividends. 


* * * 


The general staff of the German fifth column in the 
United States is its diplomatic representation. Diplomatic 
representatives of democratic countries adhere to the 
democratic principle of non-interference in the domestic 
affairs of the country in which they work. Diplomatic 
representatives of 
they do not recognize that this principle requires reci- 
procity; while dictatorial governments would not permit 
the envoy of a democratic nation to spread democratic 
propaganda abroad, the totalitarian diplomats feel free 
to abuse their special privileges in every respect. 

Diplomatic mail pouches are used to smuggle in Nazi 
propaganda, consulates are made centers of the propa- 
ganda machinery as well as of the secret political police 
and other agents. One example in place of many: under 
the MacCormack Act (which became effective on June 8 


totalitarian powers act differently: 


Lady Astor told me quite soothingly: “You must not 





let yourself be..carried away by your understandable 
enmity agai! Hitler. I realize that you have suffered 
terribly but that- must not color your reason. You will 
see, after Hitler has been weighed down by the respon- 
sibility of his office, he will due time become a reason- 
able statesman we all be able to deal with.” 


HORTLY before coming to England I had been in 
Sweden and Denmark, meet with governmental 
leaders and riber f parliament, but there, too, I en- 
countered the im neredulity. After my tour through 
England, I sp n most of the Norwegian cities, again 
devoting-‘much time talking to political leaders. I pent 
a jong evening in the beautiful Oslo home of Professor 
Haltvdan ‘Koht, ater becan Foreign Minister of the 
Norwegian gove! t. Pointing to Hitler’s ambitions 
and’ to’ the Scandir an countries’ dangers, I was told 


a may disturb a populat myth, behind which millions 

hide in complacent ostrichism, but—the democracies 
are no longer completely dominant on the sea. Devi- 
sion’ of the world’s naval strengths into a democratic 
fleet and a Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis fleet shows that 
there is now an approximate balance of naval power. 
Weighted reveal that the strength of 
Britain and the United States is 225 compared with a 
relative naval stréngth of 208 for Germany and 
Japan combined. 


index figures 


Italy, 


The balance of power was upset by the British de- 


struction of the French fleet. For practical defense 
purposes, this nation can count only on its own fleet. 
Britain’s naval arm Medi- 
terranean, or about the British Isles. Against the U. S. 


navy, American admirals must figure on the 


being concentrated in the 


Italian 








subject to ever intensified Nazi propaganda, misled by 
allegedly “neutral” German language newspapers, misled 
by a false sense of patriotism to the old country, and 
consequently eligible to become more of a fifth column 
than they are as yet. 

Of the Americans of German birth or immediate Ger- 
man parentage, five per cent are ardent Nazis, members 
of Nazi organizations or Nazi sympathizers. Unfortu- 





A British torpedo boat, part of the “Mosquito 
Fleet," which attains a speed of fifty miles 
an hour. 


ae 


fleet, which can send 200 submarines into the Atlantic: 
the German fleet, which can leave Europe via the 
Arctic circle; <nd the Japanese war fleet. 


ro meet this threat, President Roosevelt has asked 


1938) requiring the agents or other representatives of 
foreign governments or foreign principals to register 
with the State Department, a Nazi agent from the West 
Coast recently sent in his registration. His name is Prinz 
Kurt zur Lippe; he states his business as “Lecturer and 
Interpreter of European Conflicts”; he admits no income 
but states that he only is reimbursed for his travel ex- 
penses amounting to $60-$100 per month; he gives as his 
business address: “c/o German Consul General, 26 O’Far- 
rell St., San Francisco, Calif.’’! 

In order to carry on the fifth column activities the staff 
of all German consulates have been considerably enlarged 
—it would be worthwhile for the Dies Committee or an- 
other Congressional investigating body to ask the State 
Department to publish the list of newly accredited em- 
ployees of the German consular staffs. 

The enforcement of the MacCormack Act, by the way, 
would supply the Department of Justice with a valuable 

(Continued on Page Six) 








for, and the Senate granted, the world’s greatest navy, 
“to meet any possible combination of hostile naval 
powers.” Such a two-ocean force will cost $4,600,000,000. 
It won't be complete until 1947. The bill incrases the 
present authorized strength by 70 per cent and, with 
projected construction, will more than double the 
existing navy. 

Under this new program, the United States in 1947 
will have 701 warships (including 35 battleships) in 
active service in comparison with 369 now afloat. These 
35 battleships will be a greater dreadnought force 
than that of all present foreign navies, including 
Britain, lumped together. But other powers are build- 
ing as well. In 1947 the planned battleship fleets of 
Japan, Germany, Italy and France will be as large as 
the new American navy. 





Ships Against the Axis 
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General Gamelin, whose defensive tactics led to the 
military disaster and the consequent crumbling of France. 
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France Is Dead— 
Long Live France! 


By SIEGFRIED MARCK 

N July 14, 1939, in cooperation with lovers of freedom through- 

out the world, France celebrated the 150th anniversary of 
the fall of the Bastille and of the French Revolution of 1789. 

On July 14, 1940—last Sunday—the workers and common 
people of Paris did not march to the spot where the Bastille stood. 
One hundred and fifty years of human daring and aspiration are 
covered in darkness. 

Last year’s celebration of the day had already taken place in 
an atmosphere of the coming war and of internal tension in 
France. In the years immediately preceding 1939, the day brought 
forth two opposing demonstrations. For this reason Daladier had 
forbidden the usual public demonstrations. Military parades were 
substituted for the political spectacles. The army alone marched— 
the army whose strength and devotion to the Republic seemed 
beyond doubt. It is easy now, after the catastrophe, to perceive 
the causes of the collapse in the conduct of the officers’ corps, 
in the disunity of French society and in the backwardness of 
French industry. But there were passionate party struggles in 
France before the last war, too, and Foch, too, was no Repub- 
lican but a Clerical and monarchist. Viewed in retrospect, the 
historical barometer of the past five years in France had pointed 
to severe storm. 

* * * 
Oo’ August 14, 1935, the Popular Front was formed with solemn 
vows to oppose the activities of French fascists. 

July 14, 1936—four days after the outbreak of the civil war 
in Spain—was celebrated as a victory of the Popular Front, 
marked by impending economic struggles, which had appeared 
to presage a social revolution whose aim would be the establish- 
ment of the Fourth Republic. 

A year later; 1937, we witnessed the degeneration of the 
French Right, celebrating in a spirit of pure class hatred the 
victories of Franco in Spain. 

1938, with the disintegration of the Popular Front, revealed the 
inability of the French people to achieve national unity. France 
stood on the eve of Munich. 

ODAY France is dead. Not the French people, not French 

culture—oh, no! But the Third Republic could not survive the 
recent upheavals, the defeat. What the Wang-Ching-Wei-Laval 
government is trying to do in the present interval is to apply pure 
business therapy to soothe the spirit of the people. It is quite 
without significance from the viewpoint of world history. 

The government of may proclaim the tearful, 
provincial program of Colonel de la Rocque as a substitute for 
the Declaration of the Rights of Man of 1792, and erase the slogan 
of the Republic, “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity,” to make room 
for “Labor, Family, Country!” French ends—for the 
moment—with the tragic act of civil war which was the sea battle 
of Oran. It can be resumed only with the destruction of the 
European Bastille. 


capitulation 






history 


HEN we say “France is dead—Long live France!” we do not 
;’ refer so much to France as to her rise as an independent 
entity. For various reasons, there is unfortunately no room for 
comparison with the Germany of 1919. But France will continue 
to exist as a European power. The only question is whether it 
will be in a Fascist or in. a free Europe. But quite independently 
of this question, the France of the Great Revolution will continue 
to live. The ideas of 1789 cannot be extinguished! They live in 
all nations determined to maintain human against des- 
potism and slavery, in all nations who regard themselves as ad- 
vanced political and economic organisms, 

The France of 1789 lives in America. The 


rights 


Tricolor shines in 





Because of the appropriateness of Siegfried Marck’s article 
on France and Bastille Day, Maleolm Hastings, who translated 
the article, requested that this piece be printed this week. Mr. 
Hastings’ concluding article on Who Knifed France will be run 
in the next edition of The New Leader. 








the Star-Spangled Banner. The ideas of 1789 are as old as the 
human spirit. That is why they are eternally young. They shine 
in the Prophets of Isreal. 

They illumine the mind and soul of the Greeks. Think of the 
Antigone of Sophocles pitting the unwritten laws of Heaven 
against the transitory, criminal decrees of the Despots! 

Think of the Stoics who raised the banner of natural right. 
These ideas live in the whole history of Christianity, in the 
German Reformation, in the thinking of the English and French 
Enlightment which the Nazis regard with contempt but which 
civilized mankind honors as a period of true light. 

‘k fe se 

HESE ideas inspired the American struggle for independence 

and guided Lincoln in his battle against slavery and for the 
preservation of the Union. They were passionately embraced by 
the Russian revolutionaries who struggled for a hundred years 
against Czarist thraldom. j 

They have inspired all the fighters and thinkers, all the sacri- 
ficial victims of labor in its battle for emancipation. 

In all these, in all whom we have mentioned, lives 1789, lives 
France! We are aware of the limitations by which man is bound, 
and yet we believe in Freedom. We know that human beings 
are not equal in most of life’s spheres, but nevertheless we believe 
that the idea of equality must be preached and applied insofar as 
it is applicable. We know there can be no fraternity in a world 
ruled by capitalism and fascism. But we know, too, that this 
ideal of fraternity has been achieved in the highest moments of 
history, and must—and will—be achieved again! 

* * * 
GF course, we know that these ide had become lifeless in the 
routine of everyday life, and that the old dust of history 
had fallen upon them. The very ideas of 
Liberty and Peace, of Peace and Equality have been clamoring 
for new solutions. 

The Third Republic had 
could not grapple 
Liberty and its 
the strictly juridical 
become s 





tensions between the 


failed to resolve these tensions. It 
ideal of 
preservation. For Lib: defended, and 
differentiation between attack and defense 
when confronted by the complications and 


with the combined problem of the 
ty must be 


useless 


l 
ambl 





uities of world history. 





Liberty divorced from Equality, Liberty hostile to 
degenerates into 
prefers Fascism to the 

The past y. the past twenty-two years, have 
demonstrated that Liberty and Peace do not always ro together, 
and that Democracy without advance toward Socialism becomes 
(Continued on Page Six) 
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sed in England for immediate first-aid after bombings. 








Advance of Hitler Narrows 
Issue to Appeasement or War 


NEVER have Social Democrats been pacifists. 
any country doubted that freedom 


By ALGERNON LEE 


Never have the democratic Socialists of 
is worth dying for if need be, and therefore worth 


fighting for, by physical as well as moral means, when the occasion arises, with the will to 
destroy its enemies. That has been the spirit of our movement from the days of Marx 
and Engels and Lassalle down to the present time. If at some times and in some places 


we have failed to act in that spirit, it was through error 


times (though I think not often) 
through lack of moral courage. 
The principle stands — Social 
Democrats, as such, think free- 
dom worth fighting for to the end 
and at all costs. 

Certainly in this country, as 
the present world crisis developed, 
not only through recent months, 
but through recent years, we have 
done our part as best we could. 
We have seen clearly and spoken 
frankly. If we have so often 
spoken to deaf ears, that has not 
been our fault. It has been the 
misfortune of those who could not 
or would not hear. 

‘ * ‘ 

Qrty three or four months ago 

men who ought to have known 
better were telling the American 
people that it would be physically 
impossible for any European en- 
emy to invade the United States. 
A few weeks later they began to 
change their line. 

Tacitly admitting that the At- 
lantic Ocean is not an insuperabie 
barrier to invasion, they began 
to tell us that, if only we knew 
how to behave ourselves, there 
would be no real danger. We must 
make it clear that we were not 
interested in the fate of the Old 
World; we must refrain from do- 
ing or saying anything that 
might irritate Hitler or hurt 
Mussolini’s sensibilities; we must 
show our willingness to live on 
good terms with the totalitarian 
—if we would just mind our own 
business, the masters of Eur 
would leave us alone, Anyone who 
thought otherwise was branded as 
an hysterical alarmist or a 
wicked war monger. This sort of 
talk is still going on. It will prob- 
ably continue through the cam- 
paign, and perhaps much longer. 

«“ a * 

N utter defiance of logic, these 

same persons are now join 
in the demand for armament on 
land, at sea, and in the air on 
such a vast scale as would enable 
us to defend all the lands in the 
Western Hemisphere, from the 
Arctic Circle to Cape Horn, and 
also to police and if necessary 
coerce any of the other countries 
in this hemisphere whose govern- 
ment might be inclined to and 
abet the totalitarian powers. 

“In utter defiance of logic,” I 
say, for such huge armament, 
with all its material and moral 
cost, can be justified only by some 
fair probability that it will be 
needed for war in defense of our 
interests or our ideals or both. If 
invasion from beyond the seas 
were impossible, or if it could be 
averted by sweet reasonableness 
on our part, there would be no 
sense in our preparing to repel 
by armed forces. 

By advocating armament, the 
isolationists show that they now 
know (and probably knew at the 
time) that, if the British deferse 
is at last broken down, totalita- 
rian attack upon this side of the 
water, and eventually upon the 
United States, is not only possi- 


ble, but more than probable. 
* * * 









|" deeaed likely we could have es- 
caped the need for such gi- 
gantic preparations for defense if 
we had made it clear lz 
we had a vital interest in savir 
the Old World from totalitaria 
domination, had done all 
then could to help the 
cies, and had promptly 
strengthen our armed fi 
as to be able to help them more 
effectively. 

That we did not do this is the 
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fault of the isolationists. Our 
whole nation pay for it 
mistake in f¢ t this. § 


Because we were afraid 





is false 
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must now count on his 
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o come 
to us. 

But that is water over the dam. 
Whether anyone likes it or not, 
our own < luct thus far has 
left us no choice for the futur 
At ne kinds of war- 
like preparations on a seale far 
beyond what is yet openly taled 
of i he Ol ) 1 i I | en LO 
1 The tude o rep- 
aratl d epend upon out 
wishes. It is dictated by the mag- 
nitude of the danger, and that 
already enormous and is growing 
day by day. 
[‘ is n gair ( or two hos- 

tile nations that we have to 
arm. It is against Nazi-Fas- 
cist combination th ilready con- 
trols the man-pow d the ma- 
terial resources of all central, 
northern, and western Europe, 
from Sweden to Portugal and Sic- 
ily, and that ill soon control 


those of southeastern Europe and 





northern Afric: ll, in com- 
bination with Soviet Russia and 
with Japan—this last not a to- 
n state, but a thoroughly 
anti-democratic and expansionist 
and having aims which for 
rs to come can be harmonized 
those of the totalitarians. 
And it is not the coasts nor 
even the whole frontiers of the 
United States that have to be de- 
Shment of hos- 
tile bases in Alaska or Newfound- 
id, in Martinique or Uruguay 
or Ecuador, would cripple our 
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fended. The establi 


To minimize the difficulties, to 
it will not be 

bad as all that,-would be a 
fatal error. An incomplete de- 
fense might prove to be worse 





en actual war does 
the preparation 


for defense is so strong that no 


Fee cost, in every sense of the 





come, even 





attack is made, may be greater 
than yone now definitely fore- 
sees. Certainly it will be enor- 


mous. But many of us already 
realize, and most others will come 
to realize, that no cost can be too 
great for what we have in view 
(Continued on Page Seven) 
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Daily Follows CP Line 


By VICTOR RIESEL 


Strange rumors floated through the city that June afternoon when Gotham awaited Ralph M. Ingersoll’s ultra- 
modern conception of what New Yorkers would want to read. A liberal tabloid was promised, and every newspaper 


office in town waited to see whether it would revolutionize the field 
as did Captain Joe Patterson’s Daily News in 1919; whether it 
would fulfill its mission as a paper for “those pushed around 
by others.” 

It was a novel journalistic enterprise, for PM was not to take 
advertising and was dependent on the funds raised by a former 
editor of the New Yorker, Time and Fortune. Last March it was 
revealed that PM’s angels were of the multimillionaire class which 
has little sympathy for a crusading newspaper. Investigation of 
PM’s “sixty families” revealed that the new tabloid was financed 
by persons whose fortunes derive from dividend coupons clipped 
on profits of Chrysler Motors, Standard Oil, Sears Roebuck, The 
Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company, Wrigley Chewing Gum, 
Westinghouse Electric, and the Saratoga Race Track. 

Nor was this PM’s only inconsistency. Many a scotch and soda 
post-deadline conversation was punctuated by newspapermen 
voicing surprise at the hiring by Ingersoll and Managing editor 
George H. Lyon of many Communist Party members and sym- 
pathizers to grace the columns of the new paper. 

It was recalled that Dashiell Hammett, ex-detective of Holly- 
wood fame, began interviewing applicants for a mysterious 
streamlined daily way back in November, 1938. As personnel man 
for the mysterious Publications Research Inc. Hammett had 
opened an expensive suite at the Hotel Plaza, where he acted as 
managing editor for what on June 18, 1940, hit the streets as PM. 

* t * 

DITION after edition in recent weeks have added to the con- 

fusion of a daily paper financed by some of America’s 
wealthiest families, featuring news, labor, foreign affairs, and 
other essentials in a manner strikingly in consonance with the 

Communist Party line. This is not meant to suggest that PM 
devotes its columns solely to lengthening and broadening the 
transmission belt. PM’s new journalism, its features, and _ its 
abandonment of staid, hackneyed—and outmoded stiff collar re- 
porting adds a refreshing touch to a frequently dull field. But the 
undue prominence accorded to men like Harry Bridges, Elmer 
Brown, Clarence Hathaway, Arthur Osman, and unions like the 
«Warehouse Workers Local 65, the Transport Workers and other 
Communist-controlled C.I.0. affiliates exposes all too clearly what 
the game of the Communist contingent on PM is. 

Quite clear to the initiated is also the fact that those who 
selected Hammett in the winter of 1938 for the job of recruiting 
the PM staff are responsible for the undue proportion of Com- 
munists in important posts on a paper financed by such financial, 
industrial and commercial leaders as Marshall Field, John Hay 
Whitney, Mrs. Louis Gimbel, Lessing J. Rosenwald, P. K. Wrigley, 
Dwight Deere Wiman and Huntington Hartford of the A&P. 

On PM’s board of directors are men associated with the 
Guaranty Trust Co., the Long Island Railroad, the Hotel Waldorf 
Astoria, the Metropolitan Opera Co., the Continental Illinois Na- 
tional Bank, the National City Bank, Simon and Schuster, the 
Book of the Month Club and several private Wall Street bank- 
ing houses. 

They exercise little editorial influence, however. When Inger- 
soll broadcast that “PM is in business to tell as much of the truth 
as it can find out—because it believes journalism’s function in a 
democracy is to seek truth in contemporary life and to print it 
without favor or fear,” he professed to lay the basis for his policy 
of non-interference whether by investors or space buyers. 

On that basis he convinced his backers to sign away—despite 
a $1,500,000 investment—their rights to interfere in PM’s editorial 
policies during the next five years. Ingersoll adamantly refused to 
accept the money of any financier who refused to sign such a 
waiver. A contract signed between the 20 directors and himself 
gives Ingersoll “complete, absolute and exclusive power to formu- 
late the editorial, advertising, circulation, production and promo- 
tion policies.” 

- The enlistment of this group of money men for the financing 
of a paper like PM should not confuse the reader, It is an old 
Bolshevik trick, practiced with profitable skill in Russia before 
the revolution, when Lenin, through the cooperation of men like 
Maxim Gorky, was able to obtain fat contributions to the party 
chest from Moscow multi-millionaires like Morozoff, men of good 
will and innocent heart, who believed they were contributing to 
the cause of human emancipation when in reality they were help- 
ing to bring about a catastrophe. 

* 4 * 

HAT led Ingersoll to hire Dashiell Hammett in the early days 

of Publications’ Research Inc. from which PM sprang? Inger- 
soll even at that time had created a legend about the proposed 
paper which attracted reporters all over the country. News of the 
impending daily had swept through the country like a panzer di- 











Invasion From Within 


Defeatists’ Attack on Democracy “As Fraud’’ 
Paves Way to Totalitarian Rule 
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By Ross B. Wills 
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not only Communists but others of widely 
insist that Hitler will still face the job 
es, and they add, or imply, that 


least for very long. One is 


in the reflection that Hitler ap- 


strians, the Poles, the Czechs, 

Belgians, et al—why 
device of Marxist revo- 
into civil war?” Why 





vol 1inst Hitler while he 
ng two most powerful European 
if they could do nothing, what 
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1 keeping his conquered peoples 


speculation when one con- 





The people face Fascism. 


siders the cold records of Hitler and Mussolini, not to mention the 
convincing evidence of Stalin’s case. These records simply show 
the many years that Mussolini has kept the Italians in line, and 
the seven long years that Hitler has most completely subjugated 
his Germans. 

It is a logical surmise: If Mussolini can enslave the Italians 
for two decades, and if Hitler can hold the Germans in an iron 
grip for seven years without the slightest sign of revolt, it would 
appear that they have a most favorable chance, what with their 
long experience and their infinitely practiced technique, not only to 
get Europe under their contro] but to hold it successfully under a 
rather too absolute subjugation and for a longer period than one 
cares to consider. 
og of the most unpleasant realizations arising from this crisis 

is the apparent fact that Germany alone was prepared for 
victory—prepared by seven years of Spartan living, by deep and 
cunning indoctrination, and by intensive preparation not only for 
war, but for total conquest. Only Hitler was prepared to win 
only Hitler prepared to make the most of victory. 

For it has become clear that the Allies would have lost even, 
if by some last-minute miracle, they could have turned the tide 
against Hitler. For all that they could have won would have been 
their own lost—and badly damaged—territor A defeated Ger- 
many, surely in terror of a worse Versailles, wouid have used the 
Pact as an avenue down which to rush into the protection of Stalin 

which he, no doubt, would have given—for a price. 

And one could hardly imagi the exhausted, bankrupt Allies 
either the will or the energy to attack a combined Germ: 
and a fresh Russia. Nothing would be left from which they 
exact payment for the war, and unless they could recover their 
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losses, collapse would seem certain, or at any rate, extreme change 
in their governments. 

Certainly one could not fancy the victorious Allies putting mors 
Chamberlains and Daladiers at the head of their governments, 
seeing what bitter cost these had been to them in the past. Win 
or lose, then, collapse for the Allies seemed inevi 




















Ww return to the Communists’ stand with more puzzlement than 

ever. If it were a socialist, or ever 10crat tory that 
they so out of this war, as they claimed, would the ‘ 
been far more in harmony with ‘th goal if they had oper 
plumped for an Allied victory, instead of being indifferent to tl 
outcome at best, when indifference was as good as actual support 
of Hitler? 

That Europe’s civilization has be« headed fe nash-up 
these twenty-f years, no thinking pé n would dispute But 





that it—and the world—and America—deserved or required a con- 


(Continued on Page Seven) 











vision through France. 

Certainly Hammett was not the man equipped to handle the job 
of selecting the staff for what promised to be an important event 
in American journalism. But to the initiated the situation gave 
cause for questioning. We refer to those who do not require a 
political Baedeker to find their way through New York Commu- 
nist and pseudo-Communist circles. They knew that Hammett in 








his quest for a staff for PM had consulted Dorothy Parker, a 
front for at least one Communist refugee relief committee and 
contributor to the New Masses; Donald Ogden Stewart, general 
factotum for the Communist-controlled League of American 
Writers; Ruth McKenny, former New Masses editor; and Lillian 
Hellman, who last winter was threatened with a nervous break- 
down over the prospect of a Finnish invasion of Leningrad. 

Miss .McKenny, it will be remembered, fought on the Herman 
Shumlin TAC front to prevent Broadway from raising Finnish 
relief funds. Mr. Shumlin too, was consulted by Mr. Hammett. 
And Mr. Shumlin is a loyal member of several Communist fronts 
and a signer of the notorious Open Letter for Closer Cooperation 
with the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Hammett himself was one of a group of seven who signed 
the initial letter asking many hundreds of prominent persons to 
sign this document, which condoned all the crimes perpetrated in 
the Soviet Union up to August 14, 1939. This later became known 
as the statement of the “Committee of 400,” a statement that was 
blown sky-high by Ribbentrop’s trip to Moscow to sign the Stalin- 
Hitler pact. 

x * - 
FTER that sultry August day of the Nazi-Communist pact 
Dashiell Hammett suddenly departed for wherever mystery 
writers go, and PM found it expedient to enlist some non-Commu- 
nists as members of its staff. 

However, within a few weeks after hiring of working news- 
papermen began, PM was well colonized by local Stalinites. A 
literary agent, who suggested that the assistant editor of a well 








Five-Cent Front 


Many people regard PM as an inter- 
esting venture—journalistically, typograph- 
ically, aesthetically, literary. Our interest is 
political. 

A fact, striking to all acquainted with 
left-wing circles, is the amazingly high 
proportion of Browder'’s boy scouts who 
populate PM—and its key desks. Ralph 
Ingersoll, publisher of this new daily, has 
sought to make the issue one of commer- 
cial rivalry by other papers fearing the 
growth of PM. 

To be mild, perturbation would hardly 
describe our reactions were we to hear that 
Nazis and Fascists had colonized a power- 
fully-backed new New York daily newspaper. The Comintern has 
an equally huge stake in controlling important media of in- 
formation. The tactic of “innocent” papers is an old Continental 
tactic conceived by Willi Munzenberg, former Comintern rep- 
resentative. 

PM is an audacious adventure. Is it a victim or a Com- 
munist front? Victor Riesel, who tells the story here, inti- 
mately knows the New York newspaper scene, being one of the 
leaders in the anti-Communist fight in the Newspaper Guild. 
He is assistant editor of The New Leader. 





Browder 











known anti-Stalinite newspaper be hired as labor editor, was told 
that no man with his political opinions could find a place on the 
new publication. 

A well known newspaperman who had covered Washington and 
New York applied for the same job and was turned down because 
he was “too prominently identified with the Socialist Party.” 

One of the nation’s leading magazine writers and an authority 
on labor—he has two important books to his credjt—was asked 
for a detailed outline of what he could do. Weeks after this was 
presented he had not heard from managing editor Lyon or Inger- 
soll. A telephone call from him received a curt reply. The trouble 
with him was that he had criticized Communist activities and in- 
trigues in the C.I.0. 

A day or so later Leo Huberman was announced as labor edi- 
tor. At one time Huberman was considered a fellow traveler, a 
friend of the local Stalinites and was a member of the national 
council of the League of American Writers (1938-1939). He was 
aiso one of the 400 who signed the statement giving Stalin’s dic- 
tatorship a clean bill of health, hailing the “peace policy” of the 
Soviet Union and denouncing all critics of the Communist dictator- 
ship as “red baiters.” The statement was aimed primarily against 
the Committee for Cultural Freedom organized by Professors John 
Dewey and Sidney Hook. 

n * x 

NLIKE other dailies on which a newspaperman is not news, 

PM plays up its stuff, initialing even two or three line trivia. 
Every newspaper tradition of objective reporting is ignored. 
Writers turn out stories, which in effect are editorials, with oc- 
casional reference to the news. Since the staff is so important to 
Mr. Ingersoll, it is worth analy 

Four days before publication PM paid thousands of dollars for 
full page advertising spreads in many metropolitan dailies pub- 
licizing its staff members. The ad copy contains their story. They 
sign it. Many of them are good newspapermen, unbiased. Many 
are not and are completely biased. This latter group holds key 
spots— bottlenecks on PM. The advertisement listed all 151 mem- 
bers of the editorial staff. In many instances individual back- 
grounds were presented, but in the case of the Communists there 
were no thumbnail sketches. 

Listed as head researcher 1, described as “for- 
merly of Sheridan House.” Nothing was said of Davin’s year and 
a half association with the New Masses as unofficial managing 





is. 











editor. 

Newspapermen around town to PM as the “uptown 
edition of the Daily Work or lition of the magazine 
Friday,” know of the influence feliow traveler Laura Hobson, 
very good frier has exerted in the recruiting of the 





staff. Forme: 





New Masses have revealed that Laura 


was well known the offices as an important Party sym- 
pathizer. 

In the June 14 advertisement David Ramsey was listed merely 
given was that this 
was his first writing assignment. It isn’t. David Ramsey (not 


as assistant financial editor. The impression 





his right name) was editor of the Communist in 1936, and as- 
sistant editor in 1937-1938. The Communist is the official organ 
of the Communist Party of America, devoted to discussion. of 
Communist tactics and the theory and of Ler sm. It 
publishes portant resolutions and plenum proceedings of the 





zh in party coun- 
with the editorship of the magazine. 
regularly for the New Masses and was 


he Communist-controlled International Fur 











litor of PM is Carl Randau, president of the 
His publicly 





pressed views in and 
with those of the 
n’s union have 
ist frac- 


y wood 





Ben Cris] r, former 





SSISTANT “dpinion” ¢ 
eos oe ee 


of Jay Leyda, formerly of the Moscow B International 
Revolutionary Literature, signer of the notorious Statement of 
May 3, 1938, condoning the Moscow trials 

Assistant PM editor of the national affairs department is Tom 
(Continued on Page Seven) 
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is Nazism a Social Revolution? 






















Minister of Information Duff 

Cooper. this week gave a 

detailed .set of instructions 

to the British populace on 

what to do in case of in- 
vasion. 




























Past 10 Years 
Showed‘ Greatest 
Inérease in Gov't Work 

CHICAGO, Il].—The last 10 
years have been the busiest pe- 
riod for state legislatures it 
American history, according to a 
report from the Council of State 
Governments. 

State legislators worked -over- 
time in more special sessions dur- 
ing the past, decade than in any 
other pefiod in efforts to meet 
unusfal demands . resulting, for 
the most part, from’changing eco- 
nomic conditions. 

The’ cogiicil’s’ yeport, covering 
the 44 years from 1927 to the 
present; shows there have been 
252 ‘special sessions since 1930. 

This was in’addition to regular 


legislative sessions, held every 
other year in most states. 
The 1940 total may be in- 


ereased with the development of 
an emergency national defense 
program, which may require sup- 
plementary’ state legislation be- 
fore’'the year is out, the council 
sail?” 


HE phrase “social revolution’”’ has no fixed 

meaning in current popular Most 
writers who use it intend to suggest by it vast 
social changes whose character is indicated, if 
at all, only in the vaguest way. 

Hitler’s remarkable military victories, to- 
gether with the reports of the death defying 
enthusiasm of his soldiers, have led many peo- 
ple to revaluate Nazism as a profound social 
revolutionary movement. The conclusion in 
some cases has been that we should not under- 
estimate its strength, its reservoir of human 
energy, or place any hope on the activities of 
underground groups within Germany. Others 
have warned that Hitlerism is a so- 
cial revolutionary movement, it can only be 
defeated by social revolutionary movements, 
within the remaining democracies, which would 
parallel Hitlerism in all respects except in its 
ultimate ends and in the character of its lead- 
ing élite. And here and there, particularly 
among Stalinists and their sympathizers, there 
are soft insinuations that Nazism is a 
social revolutionary movement, Hitler’s victory 
vould not be altogether calamitous. “After all, 
what if a few liberals and Jews are beaten!” 


usage, 


because 


since 


HERE is no illumination to be found in a 

loose use of terms. If the enthusiasm of 
Hitler’s soldiery is a sign of a social revolu- 
tionary movement, then any victorious army 
sweeping everything before it in an offensive 
on enemy soil, is social revolutionary. In the 
first months of the war of 1914 the German 
soldiers and populace were every whit as en- 
thusiastic as they are today. But no one re- 
garded the war as an expression of revolu- 
tionary energies. On the other hand, even 
armies which are avowedly revolutionary are 
not enthusiastic in retreat or defeat. 

German military victory is the cause not 
the effect of Nazi enthusiasm. And what gave 
the Germans victory, military 
leadership, strateg Morale 
is always a factor; its absence may be fatal 
but its presence is rarely decisive except when 
two armies are approximately equal in other 
respects. 

It may be argued that without its industrial 
co-ordination and planned economy, the Ger- 
man army would not have achieved its tech- 
nical superiority. Undoubtedly. But a planned 
economy is not a sufficient condition for mili- 
tary success. Otherwise Russia would not have 
failed so miserably in Finland. It was officers 
assigned by the German military staff who 
showed the Russians how to crack the Man- 
nerheim Line. The important point, however, 
is this: if the existence of a planned economy 
in Germany is evidence of a social revolution, 
then Germany accomplished its social revolu- 


was superior 


, and 





equipment. 
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ermany’s “State Ownership” Is 
ureaucracy’s Counter Revolt 


tion before the war, and it is hard to under- 
stand why the war should prove what every- 
one already knew. 

It is sometimes said that Nazism is a so- 
cial revolutionary movement because in conse- 
quence of the war which it has unleashed, the 
Western World will never be the same, no 
matter who proves to be the ultimate victor. 
Quite true, but this holds for any interna- 
tional war or even any major event. The 
world is never the same. Any one old enough 
to remember, will admit that the U.S. was 
profoundly different in many respects after 
the first World War, but it would be using 
language in arbitrary fashion to speak of 
these changes as constituting a social revolu- 
tion. 

ok * * 

HAT, then, is the significance of Nazism? 

Nothing indicates so eloquently the steril- 
ity of Leninist theory as the view that it is 
the last phase of finance capitalism. This has 
been the dogma of all Leninist schools—Trot- 
sky, Dutt, Guerin, etc. It assumes that the 
individual capitalist, who as a capitalist is 
interested only in profit, is willing to sacrifice 
himself for the interests of the capitalist class, 
in actuality, the interests of a few finance 
capitalists. Not only is this the sheerest mys- 
ticism, it is demonstrably false. Finance cap- 
italists—insofar as there are any left in Ger- 
many today—take their orders from the Nazi 
party and not vice versa. Nor is there any 
evidence that their counsel has greater weight 
in Nazi party circles than that of other social 
groups. 

The difficulty with most discussions of the 
Nazi state is that they are carried on either 
with no clear conception of the meaning of the 
terms used or with traditional concepts drawn 
from the arsenal of orthodox Marxism accord- 
ing to which a social revolution must be pro- 
gressive and, in our age, in the interests of 
the working class and its allies. From the first 
position almost anything can be called a “so- 
cial revolution,” Fascist dictatorships, Popular 
Front governments, the New Deal, etc., since 
they indisputably do introduce “profound” so- 
cial changes. From the second position, the 
possibility of any social revolution different 
from the type envisaged by the orthodox 
schema is ruled out by definition. The first 
position induces a kind of political delirium 
tremens in which social revolutions chase one 
another in a mad succession; the second re- 
sults in stark blindness. 

If we follow the customary usage of scien- 
tific historians, the term “social revolution” 
will designate (1) a change in property rela- 
tions, (2) effected by a transfer of political 
power from one class to another. Once we de- 


By Sidney Hook 


Chairman, Department of Philosophy, 
at New York University. 


fine property functionally, i. e., as the right, 
enforced" by state power, to exclude others 
from the use of goods and services, then it 
is strictly accurate to say that in Germany 
(as in Russia) the basic instruments of pro- 
duction are owned by the party bureaucracy. 
This bureaucracy includes individuals who may 
not hold membership in the party but who, 
strategically placed in the sectors of produc- 
tion, education, and the military arm, accept 
party orders and objectives. The ruling bu- 
reaucracy constitutes a social class with dif- 
ferential living conditions and a_ unifying 
world outlook. It excludes all other groups 
of the population from participation in work- 
ing out controlling basic policies. In this sense, 
despite differences in paper decrees and con- 
stitutions, Nazism is just as much a social 
revolution as Bolshevism. 

Power has been transferred from the cap- 
italists but vot to the workers. 

As an, independent force, the workers could 
exercise more influence in a capitalist state 
than they can today under totalitarianism. 
More than ever before, the state is the exec- 
utive committee of one group of the popula- 
tion—the party functionaries, factory exec- 
utives, military men and administrators whose 
professional life consists in coordinating their 
rule with the help of a national mythology. 
This has been, or should have been, obvious 
even to ideological diehards since 1935. The 
war has revealed nothing which modifies this 
picture. 

At the same time, however, Nazism like 
every other variety of Fascism is culturally 
a counter-revolutionary movement. Counter- 
revolutionary in respect to what? Counter- 
revolutionary to the cultural, political and so- 


cial ideals of the French Revolution and, 
therefore, to the socialist movement. 
a cad ok 
VERY one of the ideals of the French 


Revolution, with one possible exception, is 
anathema to the Nazi philosophy of life. All 
one need do to verify this is to run over the 
specific rights of men enunciated in the basic 
declarations of the French (also American) 
Revolution which were partially fulfilled in 
practice, and to compare them with the cur- 
rent German practices. The one possible ex- 
ception is fanatical nationalism which did not 
emerge with the French Revolution but with 
Napoleon, who arrested even as he consolidat- 
ed some of its gains. 

Why, it may be asked, if Nazism is counter- 
revolutionary from the standpoint of the 
French Revolution is it therefore counter-rev- 
olutionary from the standpoint of the socialist 
movement? The answer would be commonplace 

(Continued on Page Six) 
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By GERHART H. SEGER 


1, former member of the Foreign 


Republic’s Reichstag. 


to relax and not to be too pessimistic. 
a Hitler will not dare 
whole world by attacking disarmed, peaceful countries. 


Reich “Consuls” Direct 5th Column Efforts 
To Regiment 7 Million Germans in U. S. 














“After all, even 
to defy the public opinion of the 


” 


nately not more than another five per cent are actively 
engaged in combatting Nazi propaganda in the United 
States or have otherwise taken a firm stand on the Nazi 


ATE in March 1934, a few months after my escape from 

the Oranienburg concentration camp, I started a lecture 
tour through England under the auspices of the British 
Labor Party. Since I was one of the first political refu- 
gees from Germany, I was invited twice to address meet- 
ings of members of both houses of the British Parliament; 
first I spoke to the Labor members. A second time I was 
asked to address a liberal and conservative 
members under the chairmanship of Lady Astor. This 
meeting, by the way, resulted in action which freed my 
wife and child who were kept as hostages in a men’s con- 
centration camp. 

Having made the Nazi movement a field of particular 
study in Germany before Hitler came to power, and as a 
former member of the German Reichstag and its Com- 
mitee on Foreign Relations, I felt it my duty to warn the 
British members.of Parliament, as strongly as I could, 
not.to take things too easy; to recognize the dynamic 
power of the Nazi party, to take Hitler’s “Mein Kampf” 
seriously in spite of its ridiculous boasting, and even to 
pay attention to the seemingly foolish announcements of 


meeting of 


Mr. Alfred Rosenberg on the Nazi plans to conquer 
Europe first—and then the world at large. 
What I said, was said in vain. My warnings were 


taken as the utterance of someone who had lost his sense 
of proportion because of his imprisonment in a concen- 
tration camp, or as the opinion of a refugee who wanted 


to frighten the outside world merely because he had 
come into too close contact with the Nazis and thereby 
had lost his. judgment. 


Lady Astor told me quite soothingly: “You must not 


let yourself be..carried away by your understandable 
enmity against Hitler. I realize that you have suffered 
terribly but that. must not color your reason. You will 
see, after Hitler has been weighed down by the respon- 
sibility of his office, he wil due time become a reason- 
able statesman y hall be able to deal with.” 


been in 


HORTLY before coming to England I had 


Sweden and ID nark, meet governmental 





leaders and membe: f parliament, but there, too, I en- 
countered the in incredulity. After tour through 
England, 1 spoke in most of the Norwegian cities, again 
devoting-‘much time talking to political leaders. I spent 
a long evening in ¢} beautiful Oslo home of Professor 
Halvdan ‘Koht, wh ite became Foreign Mir ster of the 
Norwegian gove: t. Pointing to Hitler’s ambitions 
and’ to’ the Scandinavian countries’ dangers, I was told 


I" may disturb a popular myth, behind which millions 

hide in complacent ostrichism, but—the democracies 
are no longer completely dominant on the sea. Devi- 
sion’ of the naval strengths into a democratic 
fleet and a Axis fleet that 
there is now an approximate balance of naval power. 
Weighted ‘index that the strength of 
Britain and the United States is 225 compared with a 
relative naval stréngth of 208 for Italy, Germany and 
Japan combined. 


w orld’s 


Rome-Berlin-Tokyvo shows 


figures reveal 


} 


The balance of power was upset by the British de- 


struction of the French fleet. For practical defense 
purposes, this nation can count only on its own fleet, 
Britain’s naval arm being concentrated in the Medi- 


Against the U. S. 
figure on the Italian 


terranean, or about the British Isles. 
navy, American admirals must 








While I am perfectly aware of the unpleasant position 
of someone who goes about saying “I told you so,” I can 
not help feeling that I find myself in the same situation 
here in the United States. For almost six years now I 
have been lecturing throughout the length and breadth 
ot this country, warning it not to underestimate the 
undercover activities of the Nazis here. Of course, one 
must avoid with equal care the present anti-alien hysteria 
and the underestimation of the real Nazi danger, which, 
common belief, lies not in the annoyingly 
3und. But so far, to most of my warnings, 


contrary to 
noisy Nazi 


I get the reply: “Now, now, keep your shirt on. After 
all, this is America—not Germany! We take care of 
such would-be dictators—remember Huey Long? Look 


how quickly we finished Fritz Kuhn; instead of being the 
commander of his fifth column, he is a convict in Sing 
Sing. To be sure, there are some American fascists too 
but they are all crackpots and won’t get anywhere.” 

n . * 


NLY one who comes from a totalitarian country can 

appreciate better the strong democratic tradition in 
the United States. While Germany’s democracy, only 14 
old, died of infantile disease, American 
democracy is 150 years old and well established in the 
minds and hearts of the people. A country where it is 
even difficult to enforce simple speed laws is not very 
likely to go totalitarian, let alone the strong tradition of 
states’ rights opposed to the centralization of power which 


years some 


is the first requisite of totalitarianism. On the other 
hand, there are about seven million German Americans 
of first and second generation in the United States, 


subject to ever intensified Nazi propaganda, misled by 
allegedly “neutral” German language newspapers, misled 
by a false sense of patriotism to the old country, and 
consequently eligible to become more of a fifth column 
than they are as yet. 

Of the Americans of German birth or immediate Ger- 


man parentage, five per cent are ardent Nazis, members 
sympathizers. 


of Nazi organizations or Nazi Unfortu- 





en : » — 





A British torpedo boat, part of the "Mosquito 
Fleet," which attains a speed of fifty miles 
an hour. 


fleet, which can send 200 submarines into the Atlantic: 
the German fleet, which can leave Europe via_ the 
Arctic circle; snd the Japanese war fleet. 

To meet this threat, 


President Roosevelt has asked 


issue. Ninety per cent of the German Americans are 
either indifferent politically, or they are afraid to take 
a stand because they fear repercussions against their 
innocent relatives in Germany. Since it is one of the 
unspeakable cruelties of the Nazi regime to have re- 
introduced the medieval barbarism of hostage arrest, this 
fear is not without foundation. Accordingly it is a de- 
cisive question: in what direction can those ninety per cent 
be swayed—for or against the Nazi movement? Needless 
to say: Hitler’s assurance that he has no designs on the 
Western hemisphere is not worth the paper on which it 
was written. The Nazis do not spend millions of dollars 
every year on propaganda in the U.S.A. and the Western 
hemisphere without counting on future dividends. 
ok Bd * 

The general staff of the German fifth column in the 
United States is its diplomatic representation. Diplomatic 
representatives of democratic countries adhere to the 
democratic principle of non-interference in the domestic 
affairs of the country in which they work. Diplomatic 
representatives of totalitarian powers act differently: 
they do not recognize that this principle requires reci- 
procity; while dictatorial governments would not permit 
the envoy of a democratic nation to spread democratic 
propaganda abroad, the totalitarian diplomats feel free 
to abuse their special privileges in every respect. 

Diplomatic mail pouches are used to smuggle in Nazi 
propaganda, consulates are made centers of the propa- 
ganda machinery as well as of the secret political police 
and other agents. One example in place of many: under 
the MacCormack Act (which became effective on June 8, 
1938) requiring the agents or other representatives of 
foreign governments or foreign principals to register 
with the State Department, a Nazi agent from the West 
Coast recently sent in his registration. His name is Prinz 
Kurt zur Lippe; he states his business as “Lecturer and 
Interpreter of European Conflicts”; he admits no income 
but states that he only is reimbursed for his travel ex- 
penses amounting to $60-$100 per month; he gives as his 
business address: “c/o German Consul General, 26 O’Far- 
rell St., San Francisco, Calif.’”’! 

In order to carry on the fifth column activities the staff 
of all German consulates have been considerably enlarged 
—it would be worthwhile for the Dies Committee or an- 
other Congressional investigating body to ask the State 
Department to publish the list of newly accredited em- 
ployees of the German consular staffs. 

The enforcement of the MacCormack Act, by the way, 
would supply the Department of Justice with a valuable 

(Continued on Page Six) 





for, and the Senate granted, the world’s greatest navy, 
“to meet any possible combination of hostile naval 
powers.” Such a two-ocean force will cost $4,600,000,000. 
It won’t be complete until 1947. The bill incrases the 
present authorized strength by 70 per cent and, with 
projected construction, will more than double the 
existing navy. 

Under this new program, the United States in 1947 
will have 701 warships (including 35 battleships) in 
active service in comparison with 369 now afloat. These 
35 battleships will be a greater dreadnought force 
than that of all present foreign navies, including 
Britain, lumped together. But other powers are build- 
ing as well. In 1947 the planned battleship fleets of 
Japan, Germany, Italy and France will be as large as 
the new American navy. 








Ships Against the Axis 
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Saturday, July 20,1940 ~ 





General Gamelin, whose defensive tactics led to the 
military disaster and the consequent crumbling of France. 


Bastille Day —1940 








France Ils Dead— 
Long Live France! 


By SIEGFRIED MARCK 

N July 14, 1939, in cooperation with lovers of freedom through- 

out the world, France celebrated the 150th anniversary of 
the fall of the Bastille and of the French Revolution of 1789. 

On July 14, 1940—last Sunday—the workers and common 
people of Paris did not march to the spot where the Bastille stood. 
One hundred and fifty years of human daring and aspiration are 
covered in darkness. 

Last year’s celebration of the day had already taken place in 
an atmosphere of the coming war and of internal tension in 
France. In the years immediately preceding 1939, the day brought 
forth two opposing demonstrations. For this reason Daladier had 
forbidden the usual public demonstrations. Military parades were 
substituted for the political spectacles. The army alone marched— 
the army whose strength and devotion to the Republic seemed 
beyond doubt. It is easy now, after the catastrophe, to perceive 
the causes of the collapse in the conduct of the officers’ corps, 
in the disunity of French society and in the backwardness of 
French industry. But there were passionate party struggles in 
France before the last war, too, and Foch, too, was no Repub- 
lican but a Clerical and monarchist. Viewed in retrospect, the 
historical barometer of the past five years in France had pointed 
to severe storm. 

* * * 

N August 14, 1935, the Popular Front was formed with solemn 

vows to oppose the activities of French fascists. 

July 14, 1936—four days after the outbreak of the civil war 
in Spain—was celebrated as a victory of the Popular Front, 
marked by impending economic struggles, which had appeared 
to presage a social revolution whose aim would be the establish- 
ment of the Fourth Republic. 

A year later; 1937, we witnessed the 
French Right, celebrating in a spirit of 
victories of Franco in Spain. 

1938, with the disintegration of the Popular Front, revealed the 
inability of the French people to achieve national unity. France 
stood on the eve of Munich. 


degeneration of the 


pure class hatred the 


ODAY France is dead. Not the French people, not French 

culture—oh, no! But the Third Republic could not survive the 
recent upheavals, the defeat. What the Wang-Ching-Wei-Laval 
government is trying to do in the present interval is to apply pure 
business therapy to soothe the spirit of the people. It is quite 
without significance from the viewpoint of world history. 

The government of may proclaim the 
provincial program of Colonel de la Rocque as a 
the Declaration of the Rights of Man of 1792, and erase the slogan 
of the Republic, “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity,” to make room 
for “Labor, Family, Country!” French ends—for the 
moment—with the tragie act of civil war which was the sea battle 
of Oran. It can be resumed only with the destruction of the 
European Bastille. 


i oe ak 
capitulation 


tearful, 
substitute for 


history 


HEN we say “France is dead—Long live France!” we do not 
> refer so much to France as to her rise as an independent 
entity. For various reasons, there is unfortunately no room for 
comparison with the Germany of 1919. But France will continue 
to exist as a European power. The only question is whether it 
will be in a Fascist or in a free Europe. But quite independently 
of this question, the France of the Great Revolution will continue 
to live. The ideas of 1789 cannot be extinguished! They live in 
all nations determined to maintain human rights against des- 
potism and slavery, in all nations who regard themselves as ad- 
vanced political and economic organisms. 


The France of 1789 lives in America. The Tricolor shines in 





Because of the appropriateness of Siegfried Marck’s article 
on France and Bastille Day, Maleolm Hastings, who translated 
the article, requested that this piece be printed this week. Mr. 
Hastings’ concluding article on Who Knifed France will be run 
in the next edition of The New Leader. 








the Star-Spangled Banner. The ideas of 1789 are as old as the 
human spirit. That is why they are eternally young. They shine 
in the Prophets of Isreal. 

They illumine the mind and soul of the Greeks. Think of the 
Antigone of Sophocles pitting the unwritten laws of Heaven 
against the transitory, criminal decrees of the Despots! 

Think of the Stoics who raised the banner of natural right. 
These ideas live in the whole history of Christianity, in the 
German Reformation, in the thinking of the English and French 
Enlightment which the Nazis regard with contempt but which 
civilized mankind honors as a period of true light. 

* # tk 


HESE ideas inspired the American struggle for independence 

and guided Lincoln in his battle against slavery and for the 
preservation of the Union. They were passionately embraced by 
the Russian revolutionaries who struggled for a hundred years 
against Czarist thraldom. ; 

They have inspired all the fighters and thinkers, all the sacri- 
ficial victims of labor in its battle for emancipation. 

In all these, in all whom we have mentioned, lives 1789, lives 
France! We are aware of the limitations by which man is bound, 
and yet we believe in Freedom. We know that human beings 
are not equal in most of life’s spheres, but nevertheless we believe 
that the idea of equality must be preached and applied insofar as 
it is applicable. We know there can be no fraternity in a world 
ruled by capitalism and fascism. But we know, too, that this 
ideal of fraternity has been achieved in the highest moments of 
history, and must—and will—be achieved again! 

= 


* * 
O! course, we know that these ideals had become lifeless in the 

routine of everyday life, and that the old dust of history 
had fallen upon them. The between the very ideas of 
Liberty and Peace, of Peace and Equality have been clamoring 
for new solutions. 








tensions 


The Third Republic had failed to resolve these tensions. It 
could not grapple with the combined problem of the ideal of 
Liberty and its preservation. For Liberty must be defended, and 


the strictly juridical differentiation between attack and defense 


becomes useless when confronted by the complications and 
ambiguities of world history. 

Liberty divorced from Equality, Liberty hostile to Equality 
degenerates into bourgeois liberalism, which in the long run 
prefers Fascism to the “threat” of Socialism. 

The past seven years, nay, the past twenty-two years, have 


demonstrated that Liberty and Peace do not always go together, 
and that Democracy without advance toward Socialism becomes 
(Continued on Page Six) 
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Advance of Hitler Narrows 
Issue to Appeasement or War 


By ALGERNON LEE 


NEVER have Social Democrats been pacifists. Never have 


any country doubted that freedom 


the democratic Socialists of 
is worth dying for if need be, and therefore worth 


fighting for, by physical as well as moral means, when the occasion arises, with the will to 
destroy its enemies. That has been the spirit of our movement from the days of Marx 


and Engels and Lassalle down to the present 


time. If at some times and in some places 


we have failed to act in that spirit, it was through error in judgment, perhaps some- 


times (though I think not often) 
through lack of moral courage. 
The principle stands — Social 
Democrats, as such, think free- 
dom worth fighting for to the end 
and at all costs. 

Certainly in this country, as 
the present world crisis developed, 
not only through recent months, 
but through recent years, we have 
done our part as best we could. 
We have seen clearly and spoken 
frankly. If we have so often 
spoken to deaf ears, that has not 
been our fault. It has been the 
misfortune of those who could not 
or would not hear. 

« 








NLY three or four months ago 

men who ought to have known 
better were telling the American 
people that it would be physically 
impossible for any E 
emy to invade the United States. 
A few weeks later they began to 
change their line. 

Tacitly admitting that the At- 
lantic Ocean is not an insupe? 
barrier to invasion, they begar 
to tell us that, if only we knew 
how to behave ourselves, there 
would be no real danger. We must 
make it clear that we were not 
interested in the fate of the Old 
World; we must refrain from do- 
ing or saying anything that 
might irritate Hitler or hurt 
Mussolini’s sensibilities; we mus 
show our willingness to live on 
good terms with the totalitarian 
—if we would just mind our owr 
business, the masters of Eu) 
would leave us alone, Anyone who 
thought otherwise was branded as 
an hysterical alarmist or a 
wicked war monger. This sort of 
talk is still going on. It will prob- 
ably continue through the cam- 
paign, and perhaps much longer. 

* * © 





ropean en- 






in 


pd utter defiance of logic, these 
same persons are now joining 
in the demand for armament on 
land, at sea, and in the air on 
such a vast scale as would enable 
us to defend all the lands in the 
Western Hemisphere, from the 
Arctic Circle to Cape Horn, and 
also to police and if necessary 
coerce any of the other countries 
in this hemisphere whose govern- 
ment might be inclined to ai 
abet the totalitarian powers. 

“In utter defiance of logic,” I 
say, for such huge armament, 
with all its material and moral] 
cost, can be justified only by some 
fair probability that it will be 
needed for war in defense of our 
interests or our ideals or both. If 
invasion from beyond the seas 








were impossible, or if it could be 
averted by sweet reasonableness 
on our part, there would be no 
sense in our preparing to repel] it 
by armed forces. 

By advocating armament, the 
isolationists show that they Ww 
know (and probably knew at 
time) that, if the British def 
is at last broken down, tot : 
rian attack upon this side of the 
water, and eventually upon the 
United States, is not only possi- 
ble, but more than probable. 


* * 







ta- 





ERY likely we could have es- 
caped the need for such gi- 
gantic preparations for defense 
we had made it 
we had a vital interest in saving 
the Old World from totalitarian 
domination, had done all that we 
then could to help the democra- 
cies, and had promptly begun to 
strengthen our armed forces so 
as to be able to help them more 
effectively. 
That we did not do this is the 


clear last fall that 








ts. Our 
, for it 


ere afraid 











whe re he 

int on his 

ive. By 

not daring to think of going to 

war, we have invited war to com 
to us. 

But that i r over the dan 
Whether ai KE it or not 
our owr ( ius fat has 
left us no choice for the future. 
Armament and all kinds of war- 
like preparatic on a seale far 
eyond whe t el ied 
of is the « pul open to 
] The é tude « iat prep- 








de t depend upon ou 
ishes. It is dictated by the mag- 
nitude of the danger, and that 
already enormous and growing 
day by day 
? ( r two hos- 
ve } 








irl It Sa Na 

cist combinatio t alreac 

trols the man-powe1 a e ma- 
terial resources of 1 central 
northern, and west Europe, 
from Sweden to P g ind Sic- 
ily, and that will soon control 
those of southeastern Europe and 





Africa as well, in com- 
ith Soviet Russia and 
Wi apan—this last not a to- 
talitarian state, but a thoroughly 
anti-democratic and expansionist 
one, and having aims which for 
years to come can’ be harmonized 
with those of the totalitarians. 
And it is not the coasts nor 
even the whole frontiers of the 
United States that have to be de- 


fended. The establishment of hos- 








tile bases in Alaska or Newfound- 
land, in Martinique or Uruguay 
or Ecuador, would cripple our 
defense. 


To minimize the difficulties, to 
hope that maybe it will not be 
» bad as all that,-would be a 
fatal error. An incomplete de- 
fense might prove to be worse 


very sense of the 
if actual war does 
f the preparation 
strong that no 
le, may be greater 
anyone now definitely fore- 


ila 

sees. Certainly it will be enor- 
mous. But many of us already 
realize, and most others will come 
to realize, that no cost can be too 


great for what we have in view 
(Continued on Page Seven) 
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By VICTOR RIESEL 


Strange rumors floated through the city that June afternoon when Gotham awaited Ralph M. Ingersoll’s ultra- 
modern conception of what New Yorkers would want to read. A liberal tabloid was promised, and every newspaper 


office in town waited to see whether it would revolutionize the field 
as did Captain Joe Patterson’s Daily News in 1919; whether it 
would fulfill its mission as a paper for “those pushed around 
by others.” 

It was a novel journalistic enterprise, for PM was not to take 
advertising and was dependent on the funds raised by a former 
editor of the New Yorker, Time and Fortune. Last March it was 
revealed that PM’s angels were of the multimillionaire class which 
has little sympathy for a crusading newspaper. Investigation of 
PM’s “sixty families” revealed that the new tabloid was financed 
by persons whose fortunes derive from dividend coupons clipped 
on profits of Chrysler Motors, Standard Oil, Sears Roebuck, The 
Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company, Wrigley Chewing Gum, 
Westinghouse Electric, and the Saratoga Race Track. 

Nor was this PM’s only inconsistency. Many a scotch and soda 
post-deadline conversation was punctuated by newspapermen 
voicing surprise at the hiring by Ingersoll and Managing editor 
George H. Lyon of many Communist Party members and sym- 
pathizers to grace the columns of the new paper. 

It was recalled that Dashiell Hammett, ex-detective of Holly- 
wood fame, began interviewing applicants for a mysterious 
streamlined daily way back in November, 1938. As personnel man 
for the mysterious Publications Research Inc. Hammett had 
opened an expensive suite at the Hotel Plaza, where he acted as 
managing editor for what on June 18, 1940, hit the streets as PM. 

* * * 

DITION after edition in recent weeks have added to the con- 

fusion of a daily paper financed by some of America’s 
wealthiest families, featuring news, labor, foreign affairs, and 
other essentials in a manner strikingly in consonance with the 
Communist Party line. This is not meant to suggest that PM 
devotes its columns solely to lengthening and broadening the 
transmission belt. PM’s new journalism, its features, and_ its 
abandonment of staid, hackneyed—and outmoded stiff collar re- 
porting adds a refreshing touch to a frequently dull field. But the 
undue prominence accorded to men like Harry Bridges, Elmer 
Brown, Clarence Hathaway, Arthur Osman, and unions like the 
«Warehouse Workers Local 65, the Transport Workers and other 
Communist-controlled C.I.0. affiliates exposes all too clearly what 
the game of the Communist contingent on PM is. 

Quite clear to the initiated is also the fact that those who 
selected Hammett in the winter of 1938 for the job of recruiting 
the PM staff are responsible for the undue proportion of Com- 
munists in important posts on a paper financed by such financial, 
industrial and commercial leaders as Marshall Field, John Hay 
Whitney, Mrs. Louis Gimbel, Lessing J. Rosenwald, P. K. Wrigley, 
Dwight Deere Wiman and Huntington Hartford of the A&P. 

On PM’s board of directors are men associated with the 
Guaranty Trust Co., the Long Island Railroad, the Hotel Waldorf 
Astoria, the Metropolitan Opera Co., the Continental Illinois Na- 
tional Bank, the National City Bank, Simon and Schuster, the 
Book of the Month Club and several private Wall Street bank- 
ing houses. 

They exercise little editorial influence, however. When Inger- 
soll broadcast that “PM is in business to tell as much of the truth 
as it can find out—because it believes journalism’s function in a 
democracy is to seek truth in contemporary life and to print it 
without favor or fear,” he professed to lay the basis for his policy 
of non-interference whether by investors or space buyers. 

On that basis he convinced his backers to sign away—despite 
a $1,500,000 investment—their rights to interfere in PM’s editorial 
policies during the next five years. Ingersoll adamantly refused to 
accept the money of any financier who refused to sign such a 
waiver. A contract signed between the 20 directors and himself 
gives Ingersoll “complete, absolute and exclusive power to formu- 
late the editorial, advertising, circulation, production and promo- 
tion policies.” 

The enlistment of this group of money men for the financing 
of a paper like PM should not confuse the reader. It is an old 
Bolshevik trick, practiced with profitable skill in Russia before 
the revolution, when Lenin, through the cooperation of men like 
Maxim Gorky, was able to obtain fat contributions to the party 
chest from Moscow multi-millionaires like Morozoff, men of good 
will and innocent heart, who believed they were contributing to 
the cause of human emancipation when in reality they were help- 
ing to bring about a catastrophe. 

” * a 





HAT led Ingersoll to hire Dashiell Hammett in the early days 
of Publications’ Research Inc. from which PM sprang? Inger- 
soll even at that time had created a legend about the proposed 
paper which attracted reporters all over the country. News of the 
impending daily had swept through the country like a panzer di- 











Invasion From Within 


Defeatists’ Attack on Democracy “As Fraud’’ 
Paves Way to Totalitarian Rule 





By Ross B. Wills 











(Cont ted from last issue) 
HERE ar ny, not only Communists but others of widely 
persuasion, who insist that Hitle I] still face the job 
g his conquered peoples, and they add, or imply, that 





to succeed in tl 














least for very long. One is 








: i this assurance 1 the reflection that Hitler ap- 
pears alread ) ive done at Vv \ g! 

Otherwise, wl have the Austrians, the Poles, the Czechs, 
the Norwegia the D the Hollanders, Belgians, et al—why 
haven } 1 ed the il] device of Marxist revo- 
\ H tion nd ul per a Wal 1’ to civil af ar?” Why 
haven’t these conquered peopl volted against Hitler while he 
was all « 0 conquel ren g two most powerful European 
countries ? 

I ey have ne nothing f i could r, what 
chance vill they have when Hit no longer absorbed in war 
and eallh ntion toward Keeping Ss nq iered peoples 
in Ss : ? 

Still less co ( one fir speculation when one con- 





The people face Fascism. 


having 
and a fresh Russia. Nothing would be left from which thx y could 
exact payment for the war, and unless they could recover tl 


Ww return to the Communists’ stand with more puzzlement than 





that it—and the world—and America-— 


siders the cold records of Hitler and Mussolini, not to mention the 
convincing evidence of Stalin’s case. These records simply show 
the many years that Mussolini has kept the Italians in line, and 
the seven long years that Hitler has most completely subjugated 
his Germans. 

It is a logical surmise: If Mussolini can enslave the Italians 
for two decades, and if Hitler can hold the Germans in an iron 
grip for seven years without the slightest sign of revolt, it would 
appear that they have a most favorable chance, what with their 
long experience and their infinitely practiced technique, not only to 
get Europe under their control but to hold it successfully under a 
rather too absolute subjugation and for a longer period than one 
cares to consider. 


Or® of the most unpleasant realizations arising from this crisis 


is the apparent fact that Germany alone was prepared for 
victory—prepared by seven years of Spartan living, by deep and 


cunning indoctrination, and by intensive preparation not only for 


war, but for total conquest. Only Hitler was prepared to win, 
only Hitler prepared to make the most of victory. 

For it has become clear that the Allies would have lost even, 
if by some last-minute miracle, they could have turned the tide 
against Hitler. For all that they could have won would have been 
their own lost—and badly damaged—territory. A defeated Ger- 
many, surely in terror of a worse Versailles, would have used the 
Pact as an avenue down which to rush into the protection of Stalin 

which he, no doubt, would have given—for a price. 
And one could hardly imagine the exhausted, bankrupt Allies 
either the will or the energy to attack a combined Germany 








losses, collapse would seem certain, or at any rate, extreme change 
in their governments. 


Certainly one could not fancy the victorious Allies putting more 


Chamberlains and Daladiers at the head of their government 


seeing what bitter cost these had been to them in the past. Win 
or lose, then, collapse for the Allies seemed inevitable 


If it were a socialist, or even a democratic, victory 











out of this war, as they claimed, would they not have 

more in harmony with th g ! y had enl) 

for an Allied victorv, instead of being indifferent t he 
best, when indifference was as good as actual support 
Europe’s civilization has be: headed ip 
twenty-five years, no thinking person would dispute. But 


leserved or required a con- 


(Continued on Page Seven) 








vision through France. 

Certainly Hammett was not the man equipped to handle the job 
of selecting the staff for what promised to be an important event 
in American journalism. But to the initiated the situation gave 
cause for questioning. We refer to those who do not require a 
political Baedeker to find their way through New York Commu- 
nist and pseudo-Communist circles. They knew that Hammett in 
his quest for a staff for PM had consulted Dorothy Parker, a 
front for at least one Communist refugee relief committee and 
contributor to the New Masses; Donald Ogden Stewart, general 
factotum for the Communist-controlled League of American 
Writers; Ruth McKenny, former New Masses editor; and Lillian 
Hellman, who last winter was threatened with a nervous break- 
down over the prospect of a Finnish invasion of Leningrad. 

Miss McKenny, it will be remembered, fought on the Herman 
Shumlin TAC front to prevent Broadway from raising Finnish 
relief funds. Mr. Shumlin too, was consulted by Mr. Hammett. 
And Mr. Shumlin is a loyal member of several] Communist fronts 
and a signer of the notorious Open Letter for Closer Cooperation 
with the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Hammett himself was one of a group of seven who signed 
the initial letter asking many hundreds of prominent persons to 
sign this document, which condoned all the crimes perpetrated in 
the Soviet Union up to August 14, 1939. This later became known 
as the statement of the “Committee of 400,” a statement that was 
blown sky-high by Ribbentrop’s trip to Moscow to sign the Stalin- 
Hitler pact. 





* * * 

FTER that sultry August day of the Nazi-Communist pact 

Dashiell Hammett suddenly departed for wherever mystery 
writers go, and PM found it expedient to enlist some non-Commu- 
nists as members of its staff. 

However, within a few weeks after hiring of working news- 
papermen began, PM was well colonized by local Stalinites. A 
literary agent, who suggested that the assistant editor of a well 








Five-Cent Front 


Many people regard PM as an inter- 
esting venture—journalistically, typograph- 
ically, aesthetically, literary. Our interest is 
political. 

A fact, striking to all acquainted with 
left-wing circles, is the amazingly high 
proportion of Browder’s boy scouts who 
populate PM—and its key desks. Ralph 
Ingersoll, publisher of this new daily, has 
sought to make the issue one of commer- 
cial rivalry by other papers fearing the 
growth of PM. 

To be mild, perturbation would hardly 
describe our reactions were we to hear that 
Nazis and Fascists had colonized a power- 
fully-backed new New York daily newspaper. The Comintern has 
an equally huge stake in controlling important media of in- 
formation. The tactic of “innocent” papers is an old Continental 
tactic conceived by Willi Munzenberg, former Comintern rep- 
resentative. 

PM is an audacious adventure. Is it a victim or a Com- 
munist front? Victor Riesel, who tells the story here, inti- 
mately knows the New York newspaper scene, being one of the 
leaders in the anti-Communist fight in the Newspaper Guild. 
He is assistant editor of The New Leader. 





Browder 











known anti-Stalinite newspaper be hired as labor editor, was told 
that no man with his political opinions could find a place on the 
new publication. 

A well known newspaperman who had covered Washington and 
New York applied for the same job and was turned down because 
he was “too prominently identified with the Socialist Party.” 

One of the nation’s leading magazine writers and an authority 
on labor—he has two important books to his credjt—was asked 
for a detailed outline of what he could do. Weeks after this was 
presented he had not heard from managing editor Lyon or Inger- 
soll. A telephone call from him received a curt reply. The trouble 
with him was that he had criticized Communist activities and in- 
trigues in the C.I.O. 

A day or so later Leo Huberman was announced as labor edi- 
tor. At one time Huberman was considered a fellow traveler, a 
friend of the local Stalinites and was a member of the national 
council of the League of American Writers (1938-1939). He was 
aiso one of the 400 who signed the statement giving Stalin’s dic- 
tatorship a clean bill of health, hailing the “peace policy” of the 
Soviet Union and denouncing all critics of the Communist dictator- 
ship as “red baiters.” The statement was aimed primarily against 
the Committee for Cultural Freedom organized by Professors John 
Dewey and Sidney Hook. 

* * * 
NLIKE other dailies on which a newspaperman is not news, 
PM plays up its stuff, initialing even two or three line trivia. 
Every newspaper tradition of objective reporting is ignored. 
Writers turn out stories, which in effect are editorials, with oc- 
casional reference to the news. Since the staff is so important to 
Mr. Ingersoll, it is worth analysis. 

Four days before publication PM paid thousands of dollars for 
full page advertising spreads in many metropolitan dailies pub- 
licizing its staff members. The ad copy contains their story. They 
sign it. Many of them are good newspapermen, unbiased. Many 
are not and are completely biased. This latter group holds key 
spots—bottlenecks on PM. The advertisement listed all 151 mem- 
bers of the editorial staff. In many instances individual back- 
grounds were presented, but in the case of the Communists there 
were no thumbnail sketches. 

Listed as head researcher was Tom Davin, described as “for- 
merly of Sheridan House.” Nothing was said of Davin’s year and 
a half association with the New Masses as unofficial managing 
editor. 

Newspapermen around town who refer to PM as the “uptown 
edition of the Daily Worker,” or the “daily edition of the magazine 


Friday,” know of the influence fellow traveler Laura Hobson, 





very good friend of Ingersoll, has exerted in t recruiting of the 
staff. Former editors of the New Masses have revealed that Laura 
was well known around the offices as an important Party sym- 
pathizer. 


In the June 14 advertisement David Ramsey was listed merely 
The impression given was that this 
signment. It isn’t. David Ramsey (not 

f the C inist in 1936, and as- 
is the official organ 
of America, devoted to discussion. of 











Communist tac s and heory and practice of Leninism. It 
publishe nportant re and pler roceedings of the 
Con and its man but h in party coun- 





be entrusted with magazine. 
for the New Masses and was 


the Communist-controlled International Fur 


editorship of the 


also writes regularly 


litor of PM is Carl Randau, president of the 














G His publicly d views in and 
for years bee nt with those of the 
gr permen’s union have 
at ar vated imunist frac- 
yr] ram. In his last months Heywood 

I litor «f PM Ben Crisler, former 

New York Times. He is a close associate 

the Moscow Bureau of International 

Rev lutionar’ I terat e sioner f +h nant SH< ) 
y Literature, sig é orious statement of 

May 3, 1938 joning the Moscow trials 





Assistant PM editor of the national affairs department is Tom 
(Continued on Page Seven) 
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other affiliates of the Nazi fifth column rely upon es ae even in their very imperfect forms. Hitler is presentation, featuring Franklyn . “th wint , fs Stac a ‘ io DAV IS ° BC yy 'ER Valter Brennan - tae Bainter 
° : SE eS as z ner of a Stadiu -On- LR 
as fifth column precedents abroad have shown. Quisling well aware of this. “Democracv of the West D-Amore and Jeann Brideson, a t for young American artis Brenda Joyce - John Payne 
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there are only a very few German language pa out- eshte i gece silty dtd tin cain ° dem Some Cede nn 000 | pre pach 
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Father Brophy Pledges Support 
To New York Anti- Semitic Drive 


(Continued from Page One) cial Justice Club on July 


volition Father Brophy appeared in court te of what may 
confirm the truth of the statements made in 


the street corner speech which had caused Mc-_ on the present European conflict 
; Y York National Guard, warned 
Allied propaganda attempting t 
involve us in the war. While admittir 
existence of Communist and Nazi propa 


Williams’ arrest. in the 

Father Brophy’s testimony was not admitted against 
as evidence because the truth or falsity of Mc- 
Williams’ statements had no bearing on the 





case, but the Christian Mobilizers were pro- Rev. Nuwer was partic 
fusely grateful. Allied activities, 
“To scare us, We are told that Hitler 
will attack us next,’’ Father Nuwer declare 


At the meeting of the American Destiny British.’ 
Party July 16 McWilliams announced that he 
would insist all members of both the party and 
the Christian Mobilizers buy at least one copy 
of Father Brophy’s’ booklet. Apparently 
“Brophy’s Kampf” has become McWilliams 
Bible. 7 that is Nazism. 


BUFFALO, N. Y.—The acquittal of the 


Christian Front group on charges of criminal stored Germany 
conspiracy has been taken as the signal fer in- break™down the 


His interpretation of the European situation, 
which is one the y 
voice with increasing emphasis, is that America 


afforded a pi view 


be per Ste throughout the 


country. The Rev. Roman J. Nuwer, speaking 





as a chaplain 








‘ly concerned with 





which he labelled, “simply 





Coughlinites will undoubtec 


has nothing to fear from the benevolent system 


Hitlerism, Father Nuwer believes, has re- 


economically, and will help to 
barriers that have hindered 


creased activity by Father Coughlin and his trade and intercourse on the European conti- 


Social Justice groups here. No attempt is be- nent so far. He sec 
that the Fuehrer was at all interested in, or 


ing made any longer to conceal the pro-fascist 
sympathies of the organization. would 
A meeting of the Buffalo “Non-Partisan” So- affairs. 


SDF News 


THE National Executive Committee will most likely meet 
in New York City on Sunday, August 4. Five out of 
nine members have voted, so far, for this date and place. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
August Claessens speaks on send Avenue, Bronx. Speakers: 
“The Problems Before American Algernon Lee, Matthew Metzler 
Labor” at the Dressmakers Joint and others, 
Board Institute at Pendle Hall on Corner Avenue C and 4th St., 
Saturday, July 27, morning and Manhattan. Speakers: August 
afternoon. Claessens and Molly Weingart. 
—_——_——- Wednesday, July 24th, 9 p.m. 
NEW YORK CITY Corner Mermaid Avenue and W. 
About one thousand Social 25th Street, Brooklyn. _ 
Democrats and their friends will Speakers: August Claessens, 
spend an enjoyable day on a boat and others. : 
ride up the Hudson River to Bear Friday, July 25th. Corner of 
Mountain Park on Saturday, July Brighton Beach and Coney Islan 
20th. Steamer “Claremont” will Avenues, Brooklyn. 


attempt 














leave the Battery at 9:00 a.m.; Speakers: Morris Waldman and 
West 132nd Street at 9:45 a.m. Louis Epstein. 
Several hours will be spent at Corner Burnside and Walton 





the park, where every recrea- Avenues, Bro Speakers: Au- 
tional facility exists. Tickets are gust Claessens, and others, 
one dollar per person and fifty Corner Bay Parkway and 68th 





cents for children under twelve Street, Brooklyn. Speakers: Alex 
Schwartz, 


years of age. Another boat ride 
will be held on Saturday, August 
10th. 


and others. 

Claessens speaks on 
se of America” on ra- 
WEVD, Friday, July 


Street Meetings 
Friday, July 19th, 8:30 p.m., 
corner Burnside and Walton Ave- 











nues, Bronx. Speakers: Morris dinner is bei 

Waldman, Matthew Metzler and ranged in honor of Jim On 

others. his family. The date is 
Corner Coney Island Avenue 4 August 8th, and the ice 


be announced next wee 


1d Olive Oneal are 





and Brighton Beach Avenue, in 
Brooklyn. Speakers: Lena Mor- 





row Lewis, Alex Schwartz, Loui he is yi 
Epstein. California. Their New York com- 

‘l'uesday, July 23rd, 8: 30 p.m. rades will give the Oneals a warm 
Corner 170th Street and Town-  send-oll, 





Socialist Governments 
Face Nazi Destr uction 













(Continued from Page Three) fering and all of the sham 
national egotism. i » true that moral 
Desperately the Northern sté count for 


have tried to escape I 
in an ordeal from which there 

no escape. While there was still 
time to do their essential share 
in a hopeful defense of the com- 
mon democratic heritage — the 
time they were invited to send 
efficient help to Finland—t) 
Scandinavian democracies prefer 
red to let their neighbor die, in 
order to remain alive themselves. 
When Norway was attacked and 
a combined Swedish-Allied action 
could have crushed the Nazi in- 
vasion at the start, Sweden kept 
aloof, in order to avoid the suf- 
fering and the shame of war. 
Now she gets plenty of the suf- 























CAMP 
TAMIMENT 


Tamiment, Pennsylvania 








America’s Greatest Summer Camp for Adults 





Out of the heat of crowded tra 


top of a mountain. Hundred boats, canoes, swimming and 





diving, tennis courts, table tennis casino, horseback ridit 
dance floor. Food 





Brilliant entertainment, movies, perfect 


served in high, light and airy dining 








Just one word... SUPERB! 
*e@e- 


SUMMER RATES: 
$32.50 per week $6.50 per day 


Extra charge for de luxe service 


For full details, send for Folder to 
New York Office: 7 East 15th Street 


Phone: ALgonquin 4-3441-2 


Philadelphia: 127 North 10th Street 
Phone: Walnut 9379 


Evenings: Sherwood 1409 


MRS. BERTHA H. MATILLY BEN JOSEPHSON 
Director Associate Director 








completely scoffed at the idea 





American 





Rand School 
Society to Meet 
A special meeting of the 
American Socialist Society will 
be held Monday, July 22nd, 
8:30 P. M., in the Peoples 
House, 7 East 15th St. The 
order of business includes con- 
sideration of the educational 
program of the Rand School 
for the coming year and elec- 
tion of six new members to 
the Board in place of those 
who resigned. 
JOHN L. AFROS, 
Secretary, Pro Temp. 














Advance of Hitler 
Narrows Issue 


(Continued from Page Five) 





—to exclude totalitarianism from 
these two pc iti with the 
he » that to come we may 
help to extirpate it in the rest of 
the world. 

Those ho do not hold this 
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Order from your grocer this famous 
Russian tea Known to millions as 


“SWEE- TOUCH- NEE TEA” 





WORKMEN'S MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE 
SOCIETY, Inc. 


(ORGANIZED 1872) 
A Co-operative Fire Insurance 
Socie ty Owned and Operated 
7 orl. gmen 

100% Unionized 
HOUSEHOLD FIRE INSUR- 
ANCE AT ACTUAL COST 


Average Rate 10 Cts. Annually 
for every $100.00 Insurance 
Fire Losses Appraised Liberally 
Upon Admission every member 
must make posit equal to 
90 cents for $100.( 00 of 
Insurance. T I 
repaid in l 

For further information 
apply to the Main Office 
227 EAST 84th STREET 
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PM— Million Dollar Daily 


Follows C.P. Line 


(Continued from Page Five) 

O’Connor, who led the Communist faction of the Los Angeles 
Newspaper Guild. In the American Newspaper Guild the Los 
Angeles unit is notorious for its transmission belts. O’Connor 
was made local president by the Communist caucus there. He 
worked openly with staff members of the semi-official Stalinite 
western daily, the People’s World. An ardent advocate of col- 
lective security before August, 1939, he publicly has been urging 
isolationism since the Soviet-Nazi pact. He has damned President 
Roosevelt, the Dies Committee and the California Yorty probe. 
His praise of Harry Bridges has been frequent. 

Harold Greenwald was hired as PM’s youth editor some months 
ago. He was better known as the youth secretary of the late 
transmission belt, the American League for Peace and Democracy. 
There he worked as Harold Patch. Some youth groups already 
have protested to Ingersoll, informing him that Greenwald would 
get no news from them because of his background. 

Jules Korchien, PM’s housing expert, was formerly with a 
Soviet corporation in Moscow—where his wife worked on the 
Moscow Daily News—with the Federal Housing Authority, where, 
according to the former USHA publicity man, Charles Yale Har- 
rison, he was cordially disliked and looked upon as a Communist. 
was leader of the C.I.0. pro-Commu- 
nist Federation of Architects, Chemists, Engineers and Technicians. 

Margaret Bourke-White, long known as a fellow traveler, is 
PM’s head he tos She is still a member of the Stalinist- 
controlled American Artist Congress, despite recent defections by 
Lewis Mumford, Meyer Schapiro, and others who resigned after 
documenting their charges that the congress was a tool of the 
Communist Party. She has contributed to Champion and the 
Sunday Daily Worker, and is the author of Eyes on Russia. 

Elizabeth Hawes will throw her hands up in horror at anyone 
accusing the League of Women Shoppers of being a Browder 
front. But it is, and Miss Hawes, PM’s “News for Living” editor, 
is active in it and part of the Park Avenue periphery of the C.P. 
er 

Richard O. Boyer writes on foreign affairs for PM. He has 
long been a transmission belter, a writer for New Masses, and 
cently was part of the staff Cameron McKenzie’s pro-Commu- 
nist magazine Friday. Working with Boyer there were Ruth 
McKenny of the New Masses, and James Dugan of the Daily 
Worker. He is now in Berlin. Mrs. Boyer recently was head of 
the League of Women Shoppers. 





Mr. Korchien until recen 








raphe . 











The PM staff writer of local news is Carl Randau’s wife Leane 
Zugsmith, New Masses feature writer, sponsor of the Communist- 
controlled American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual 
Freedam, contributor to Soviet Russia Today, and the late Fight, 











official org of the League for Peace and Democracy, 
writer for the Sunday , and signer of the Open Letter for 


Cultural Cooperati with the Soviet Union. 

Aiding Leo Huberman in the labor department is Leon Goodel- 
man. New York youth leaders have long considered him one of 
the brain trust of the Young Communist League. More recently 
his writer heard him referred to as the “Jack Stachel of 
the Y.C.L.” 

In the same department is Jimmie Wechsler—J.A.W. 
formerly of the Nation and points left. In the Daily Worker of 
July 25, 1956, you can read of his support of the Communist 
ticket. He sponsored the American League ainst War and 

































Fascism, contribut to the Communist youth magazine Champion, 
of whi he was an editor, signed the New Masses letter to the 
President of April 2, 1940. sponsored the Joint Peace Conference 
of Philadelphia, ted the American Student Union “Advocate,’ 
and contributed to e New Masses. 

* 

HERE are others: 

Marion Ba ch of the Washington staff of PM has spon- 
yred the party-line Conference « Co itutional Liberty in 
America. and the Provisional Committee of the Washington Com- 
mittee for Democratic Rights. 

And of course e is Will Gropper, who wasn’t listed in the 
aforementioned adv ct as the Freiheit, Daily Worker and 
New Mas es ] ° 

Opinion tor Louis Kronenberger is still in the League of 
, _ 

liel | h, financial editor, formerly contributed to 
R 1 Today. Crit wrote for the New Theatre 
M Z and Charle of the education department 
col I the ¢ Science and Society. 





fom Tippett, manager of personnel, was former manager of 











lederated Press, sponsor of the party-line Provisional Com- 
itt for a Trade Union Conference on United Aéction and a 
veaxer for the Communist Trade Union Educational League. 
There are others on the staff, like Mike Clary, formerly of the 
Eagle, and Amos Landsman, recently of the Journal. who work 
Communists inside the Newspaper Guild. There 
are her in top spots who are known th oughout New York as 
art members or Important Tront men, 
rs x 
lulled the paper. When it hit the street 
lid among newspapermen who expected 
city rooms of every afternoon paper there 
] ] e a threat to others in the field. 
{ the most important American consultants 
( circulation, reveals that now there is not a newspaper 
pul York City who concedes more than the slimmest 
cha ( for PM. It is the first metropolitan newspaper 
n America to charge more than 3 cents and will not get mass 
circulation. Its four columns—the Communists are the fifth—are 


as is the old-fashioned headline type. 


(Continued from Page Five) 
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Observers are puzzled over the u -e for more than 
h concomitant ballyhoo—Ingersoll has had high-priced 
experts developing new streamlined tec eal and editorial methods 
of presenting the news. 

But dull or not, PM’s editors have spread throu its 32 tabloid 
pages much more than a smattering of Communist propaganda in 
the form of the “liberal” point of view. Examination of the first 
few issues of PM—typical of what has occurred daily—reveal 
that, without much sublety the policy paralleles that of the Com- 
munist International. PM is anti-defense, anti-rearmament, anti- 





a year—w 


















Roosevelt. It has criticized much but has failed to anything 
editorially unkind about the German, Italian and Ru n govern- 
ments. Parallel with the Communist line is the Axis line. 


A sheer insult to New York was page 7 of the first day’s edi- 
tion where Tom O’Connor gloated over the fact appeasement 
of dictator nations was responsible for the fate of France. Instead 
of mentioning the Nazi-Soviet pact in his indictment he followed 
the Communist line by writing that “with the non-aggression pact 
of last August, Russia turned the tables on the Western leaders 
who hoped to shunt Hitler to the Ukraine.” 

On the same page he blamed the United States for selling oil 
to Italy during the invasion of Ethiopia, but casually neglected 
to recall front page stories, confirmed by the respective govern- 
ments, which told of the huge trade and oil agreements signed be- 
tween the Soviets and Italy, not only during the Ethiopian “in- 
cident” but during the Spanish Civil war as well! 

Aid to the Allies becomes in the pages of PM “steps leading 
towards war’; Roosevelt’s plan for universal military training 
becomes a drive for “‘regimentation”; Leon Goodelman, of the 
labor department, uses an inch of precious space to advertise an 
outright transmission belt “peace” rally. President Roosevelt is 
accused of “having designs on the mind of the youth as well as 
on their lives and bodies.” An entire column is devoted to ridi- 
culing ‘efforts to expose the Ffth Column—PM’s attitude being 
that such talk is merely hysteria. 

On Thursday, in the third issue, the plan for universal military 
training is indicated by a not very subtle comparison with Nazi 
military camps for children. In the same edition, two “News for 
Living” reporters went out of their way to line up a majority of 
youth groups opposed to FDR, made a story of it, led with the 
Communist-controlled American Student Union and American 
Youth Congress, and then headlined the story “Youth Polled-6n 
Regimentation.” 

PM featured large picture of Clarence Hathaway, editar of 
the Daily Worker, linking it with a caption and story insinuating 
that the Communist leader was the victim of some plot when actu- 
ally he was nowhere near the bomb that was exploded on the Daily 
Worker premises. No other dailies used this angle, preferring to 
confine themselves to photographs of the “bombed” offices. PM 
likes to stress ridicule of fear of fifth column activities. Page 15 
of the June 21st issue carried an interview with Harry Bridges, 
West Coast Stalinite waterfront union chief. He refused to be 
interviewed by any reporter but the one from PM. 

Jimmie Wechsler even drags in a hideous comic strip from the 
“newspaper” of United Retail and Wholesale Employees’ Local 65, 
the local led by pro-Communist Arthur Osman, who is being 
boomed by the Stalinites in their plans for helping Harry Bridges’ 
raid on jurisdiction of Sam Wolchok’s United Retail and Whole- 
sale Employees’ International. Another story; on the same page, 
boosts the CIO’s American Communications’ Association, a party- 
line union led by fellow-traveler Mervyn Rathbone. Further back, 


on page 25, you will find a feature on Mike Quill’s Communist 





Transport Workers Union—in the “News for Living” section, 
no less 
ik * 
ND so it g in edition after edition. ... On Sunday, June 





23, PM ran a feature on Mexico. Inst 
dential candidates, or President Carden: 


ead of showing presi- 
was illustrated with 
lo Toledano. And then, 
for no reason, a few pages further, the reader was given a feature 
on Elmer Brown, fellow traveling president of Typo’s Big Six. 
Brown will be remembered as having endorsed the Moscow-Berlin 
pact by stumping for Mike Quill’s election during the councilmanie 
race in 1939-— after _ had been denied the ALP nomination 
as a Communist stoog And, of course, Stalinite § O’Sheel 
is prominent in “the-letters -to-the-editor” column with an attack 
on British tmperialion. 

On Monday, June 24, Jimmie Wechsler sneered at the govern- 
ment’s effort to rid the WPA of Nazis and Communists by dis- 
torting it into a drive on ‘ 





a large photo of Communist Chief L« 





left-wing elements. He gave space 
to Communist Workers’ Alliance charge that those who expose 
“stool-pigeons,” and perverted 
the wording of the affidavit required by the government in the 
best Daily Worker style 

PM’s strang« ing short on news but finding room 
for party line items and features has puzzled some readers—but 
hardly those trained to detect Communist propaganda. 

In each edition the material paralleling the line of the Commu- 
nist Party 





fifth columnites now on relief are 


practice of ¢ y 





becomes clearer and less subtle. 


UESTIONS are being asked which can be answered only by 
Ralph Ingersoll. He can reve y tion and statements 
whether he has been victimized—or whether “PM is the American 





counterpart of Willi Munzenberg’s late Communi afternoon 
paper, the Welt am Abend (Germany) the similarly Stalinite 
newspaper Ce Soir (This Evening), late of Paris; and the Comin- 
tern’s Swedish Aftonbla let (Afternoon). 

These had been set up in the respective countries in anticipation 
of a sharp turn in Mc scow’s line, 


PM was planned to appear shortly after the Nazi Communist 





pact was signed. 


Defeatists Attack on Democracy ‘As Fraud’ 
Paves Way to Totalitarian Rule 
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(To be concluded next week) 
































OR a long time I’ve been wondering just what 
strange power enables the average Stalinist 
to -withstand the jibes and catcalls of a derisive 
and hostile world. Surely it cannot be that inner 
resoluteness that comes from profound convic- 
tion, for the tents of communist dogma have 
changed with bewildering rapidity during the 
past two years. Nor can it be the hope of ma- 
terial. rewards, as these are reserved solely for 
Earl Browder and a few of his top-flight 
lieutenants. 

And just as I was about to dismiss the entire 
question and lay it at the door of human cussed- 
ness or stupidity, along comes Professor J. B.S. 
Haldane, eminent English biologist and not-so- 

“ eminent communist sympathizer, who solemnly 
avows that he was cured of serious gastric 
disturbances the moment he embraced Leninism. 

Now while Haldane’s confession of faith and 
his recital of its attendant benefits have caused 
loud guffaws among my contemporaries, I am 
rather inclined to believe he is telling the truth. 
Why not? The thing is not quite as miraculous 
as it sounds. 

Medical history is replete with instances where 
physical pain has been relieved by an adjustment 
of a psychic conflict. Freud and his followers 
have been telling us this for years. And the 
supposedly supernatural cures at ,Lourdes and 
Sainte Anne de Beaupre come within the same 
category. In all these cases blind faith is a pre- 
requisite. 

At the Catholic shrines in France and Canada 
a deep religious belief is essential. And how 
many times have we heard that communism is 
the opiate of the classes? In one case you must 
have faith in St. Mary, but if you are a British 
scientist, confused politically and despatring of 
the world, St. Vladimir Ilyich will also do the 
trick. 

%* * # 
GoNzHOw Dr. Haldane’s cure through com- 

-munism reminds me of those half-illiterate 
Southern preachers who permit themselves to be 
bitten by rattlesnakes and then refuse medical 
treatment as proof of the power of faith. It’s 
dramatic and effective, all right, yet I have a 
sneaking suspicion that Haldane could have been 
cured as effectively through an espousal of Yogi 
or Christian Science. 

After all, there is no need to condone mass 
murder simply because you have a belly-ache. 

If it was the need for a faith in which to lose 
one’s aches and doubts, there are a dozen religions 
and cults to which our scientist might have 
turned. There is, for example, Buddhism with 
its concept of Nirvana which, goodness knows, 
is restful enough. I’m certain that no man star- 


Where the News Ends 


By Charles Yale Harrison 


ing complacently at his navel will ever get 
heartburn. . 

Or, then again, there is Christianity, not of 
the church variety, but as set forth in the Sermon 
on the Mount that has been known to assuage 
the anguish of many a rowelled heart these two 
millenia. 

Communism has inspired some of the bloodiest 
pages in all the long and painful history of man. 
It has burned, pillaged and destroyed. It has 
made a mockery of the word Socialism. Why 
Haldane should have lent the prestige of fine 
a name to such a political system is beyond me. 
I’m certain his dyspepsia wasn’t as distressing 
as all that. 

ak me * 

T seems that it is difficult for thousands of 

men and women to face reality from day to 
day without the herd-warmth which is to be 
found in a totalitarian party. For people such 
as these there is a burning necessity not to 
think, not to suffer from intellectual heartburn. 
Only those with stout hearts and tough brains 
can survive the darkness that now engulfs the 
world. 

The weak, the timid, want but one thing—the 
security which comes when one is part of an un- 
thinking mass. In return for this animal warmth 
they’ are prepared to surrender everything that 
decent men hold dear: human dignity, integrity 
and, above all and most precious of all, the right 
to stand up on your hind legs and tell the whole 
world to go to hell. 

Who knows, maybe this business of independ- 
ent thinking has proved too arduous for most 
people. Perhaps homo sapiens was a misnomer. 
The totalitarian parties, nazi and communist, are 
made to order for timid thinkers. 

You join up, stand at attention, and Hitler, 
Stalin, Goebbels and Browder will do all your 
worrying for you. No more heartaches, no more 
headaches, no more heartburn. And no more 
anything. If anything happens to you, no matter 
how fatal, you have the consoling thought that 
it’s happening to everyone else. 

I have seen a letter written by a distinguished 
German chemist. The years of struggle were too 
much for him, it seems, and he wrote: “You have 
no idea how wonderful it is not to have to think 
any longer.” No doubt he, too, is rid of his dys- 
pepsia. 

But tomorrow, or the day after, Hitler, the 
ally of Haldane’s Stalin, will launch his attack 
on England. Death will descend on the pleasant 
English countryside and there will be dark 
rivulets in the streets of London, rivulets that 
clot in the sunlight. At that moment Professor 
Haldane’s faith will stand him in poor stead. 
And I’m afraid that his heartburn will start all 
over again. 


Thinks New Leader 
Is "Wonderful" 





etlers 





To the Editor 


From BESSIE PARSONS 
To the Editor: 
Enclosed you 
new subscriptions. 


will find 


It is needed badly today. 
New Jersey. 





$6 for 
My congratu- 
lations on your wonderful paper. 





[William L. Laurence 
Quits Newspaper Guild 


From WILLIAM L. LAURENCE 


Science Editor, New York Times 


To the Editor: 


You may be interested in the following letter I sent 
to the chairman of the Newspaper Guild chapter of the 


New York Times: 

Dear Sir: 

The actions of the Memphis 
Convention of the American 
Newspaper Guild have confirmed 
only too well what a large num- 
ber of newspapermen, both mem- 
bers and non-members of the 
Guild, have been suspecting for 
some time, namely, that the 
Guild has been kidnapped by 
Communists and “Fellow Trav- 
elers” to whom strict adherence 
to the “Party Line” is of greater 
importance than the wishes and 
sentiments of the vast majority 
of the Guild membership, as well 
as the sentiments of an over- 
whelming majority of the Amer- 
ican people. 

No one with the intelligence 
above that of a halfwit could fail 





to see through the real reason 
behind the refusal of a majority 
of the so-called “delegates” to 
the convention to adopt the reso- 
lution condemning Fascism, Naz- 
ism, and Communism as enemies 
of democracy. 

I cannot escape the deep con- 


viction that the Guild as now 
constituted is a real danger to 
the fundamental interests of 


of newspapermen, and a menace 
to a free press and our democra- 
tic institutions. Having stood 
ready to give my life for the 
democratic ideal during the last 
war, and preparing myself to do 
so again during the present, even 
greater, conflict to defend the 
democratic way of life and our 
cultural heritage, I naturally con- 


sider it my solemn duty to dis- 
sociate myself from any group 
or organization whose leaders, by 
their overt acts and by their 
failure to act, have shown them- 
selves to be the enemies of those 
very things that to men are the 
most precious values of mankind. 

I therefore submit to you here- 
with my resignation as a member 
of the American Newspaper Guild 
to take effect immediately. En- 
closed is my Guild card which I 


have held as Charter Member 
since the foundation of the or- 
ganization, which I joined with 


such high hopes for its future, 
and to which I gave my devoted 
and loyal services, as chairman 
of the New York Times Unit for 
two years and as Delegate to the 
convention in New York in 1936, 
at a time when delegates were 
not yet chosen on the basis of 
their “trustworthiness” to follow 
any “Line” except the one that 
would best serve the interests of 
American newspapermen. 

I am enclosing a check for my 
dues and assessments up to and 
including July. 


Harrison and Schlamm Finish Duel 


(And the Editors) in Dead Heat 


From CHARLES YALE HARRISON 


To the Editor: 


I have no desire of continuing the discussion on the 
causes of the French debacle with Mr. Schlamm, who is in 
sufficient hot water without my adding to his further dis- 
comfiture. However, it is necessary for me to demand that 


my colleague conduct his debate 
in accordance with the accepted 
tenets of good journalism. 
Without the slightest basis in 
fact, Mr. Schlamm last week ac- 
cused me of quoting him incor- 
rectly, saying: “So, for example, 


when he polemicizes against an 





Heard on the Left 
A Grand Job 

From NEIL HARRISON 
To the Editor: 

A grand job is being done 
in Vic Riesel’s “Heard on the 
Left.” 
a full column spread last week. 
Hope it is permanent. First 
thing I look for in The 
Leader. Hammer away at PM. 


Provincetown, Mass. 


Was glad to see it get 


New 








alleged statement of mine that 
‘not by treason, stupidity and 
greed’ was France smashed. I 
wrote of course ‘not only by trea- 
son, stupidity and greed.” But 
Mr. Harrison omitted merely a 
single word of four letters, and 
From WILLI 


To the Editor: 


what does a word count with a 
writer who has so many of them.” 
The expression “not only trea- 
son, stupidity and greed” is not 
a quotation from Mr. Schlamm. 
Such as it is, it is original with 
me. In his column in question, 
that of June 22nd, no such ex- 
pression appears, either with the 
word “only” or without it. The 
entire charge is made up of the 
whole cloth and I challenge Mr. 
Schlamm to prove otherwise. It 
seems to me that an explanation 
to say the least—is in order. 


SCHLAMM 








Because The New Leader is read chiefly by adults, Mr. 
Harrison suffers an immediate disadvantage in this duel, 
and I hate to abuse such a favorable situation for a limit- 
less continuation of our debate. Whether and how gravely 
he distorted my position by omit- 


word with my article. Although I have 


ting the ominous “only,” Ne 

when he presented my opinion on all my life most deeply sympa- 

ths eens eeebiam: We senior thized with lost causes, I cannot 
‘ help but leave Mr. Harrison to 

may decide; they have just to that verdict of our common 

compare Mr. Harrison's attack readers. 





debate’s conclusion. Messrs. Schlamm and 
Only the editor and the proof- 


this 
stalemated. 


writers aloft at 
Harrison remain 
readers lost. ] 


Editorials 


INVITATION TO THE LEAGUE 


E fervently hope that the League of Nations will accept 

the invitation of Princeton University and the Princeton 
division of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research 
to transfer the seat of the League's technical departments 
and activities to the university. The war has completed the 
destruction of the League as an instrument of international 
peace and consolidation, but the many valuable activities 
embraced within its nine technical, ‘‘non-political’’ sections 
have continued and should be continued without interrup- 
tion. These include finance and economics, international 
health and opium control. 

We should like to add, however, one other important 
division that should be extended the same hospitality at 
Princeton—the International Labor Office, which is likewise 
‘non-political’ in the sense that it strives to extend and 
coordinate advances and improvements in labor standards 
on an international scale in a spirit of genuine social and 
international cooperation. 

The government of the United States supports the tech- 
nical activities of the League and, with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, is represented in the International Labor 
Office. This organization is second in importance only to 
the League itself and its achievements have been more solid. 

There is peculiar fitness in the invitation addressed to the 
League by an American university, for it is the United States 
which was the founder of the League and also its grave 
digger. If the hopes associated with the League at its 
beginning were great, they were due to the efforts and vision 
of an American President who, as it happens, was also a 
Princeton man. They were shattered largely because the 
country that gave it birth had turned its back upon its own 
creation and left it to the tender ‘mercies of unscrupulous 
diplomats and cunning dictators. 

And now what is left of the League may come to function 
on American soil until such time when the victory of decency 
and civilization in Europe make possible its resurrection in 
a form more permanent and more creative on the basis of 
an enduring peace. 

When that day comes—as come it surely will—we hope 
to see the United States taking its rightful place in the council 
of nations in Geneva and playing, at last, the role which a 
great and powerful nation must have the courage and wis- 
dom to play or disappear from the arena of history. 





HUXLEY’S FOUR POINTS 


THE upholding of freedom of opinion, faith, and speech; 
“The upholding of the rule of law, both national and 
international; 

“The use of the state as am instrument, not of domina- 
tion, but of public service; 

“The raising of standards of life and of living, universally, 
and not merely for a restricted group.” 

These are the four concepts, said Michael Huxley of the 
British Embassy, addressing Polish Falcons of America, 
which will guide in the reconstruction of Europe after Nazism 
is destroyed. 

The program is worthy of a descendant of Thomas H. 
Huxley, and it embodies the ideals which for three centuries 
have inspired the British masses in their slow and sure up- 
ward struggle. 

Let us add: It is not only Europe that must be recon- 
structed on these lines—it is the world. May the United 
States not shirk its duty again, as it did after 1918. 





BIGOTRY BREEDS BIGOTRY 
ANTISEMITISM has its sales points. In limited sections of 


New York and Boston it has become quite an industry. 
All that is needed is office, a desk, a mimeograph machine— 
and business begins to flourish. Stock in trade includes 
scurrilous literature against the Jews and the New Deal, 
bundles of Social Justice and the Brooklyn Tablet, official 
newspaper of the Brooklyn Catholic Diocese, and promotion 
of street riots. 

Part of the mechanism of selling antisemitism is the crea- 
tion of some streamline shibboleth—like Joe McWilliams’ 
“American Destiny Party."’ Then the would-be-fuehrer is 
set to peddle hatred on city street. Until recently this crack- 
potism has been limited to the quickly discredited organiza- 
tions of James True, William Dudley Pelley, Edmundson, 
Christians, and one or two others of the now almost dis- 
integrated fascist periphery. 

But during the past year Father Coughlin has succeeded 
in winning over the enthusiastic support of a large section 
of the rank and file—and the hierarchy—of the Brooklyn 
Diocese. Father Curran, leader of the Catholic Truth So- 
ciety, and the Reverend Edward F. Brophy of the Precious 
Blood Church in Long Island City are especially guilty of 
deliberate cooperation with the leaders of American fascism 
and its concomitant pro-Nazism and antisemitism. 

This is doubly a crime because it has already aroused 
considerable antagonism throughout the nation against the 
Catholic church, which in itself represents a well esteemed 
element, but nevertheless a distinct minority in America. 
It is doubly a crime because the vast majority of American 
Catholics are inherently democratic; because the Catholics 
among the rank and file and the leaders of the American 
labor movement work closely with those directing inter- 
national anti-Nazi activity. Catholics in the American Fed- 
eration of Labor have heartily endorsed affhliation with the 
International Federation of Trade Unions. The Protestant 
William Green and the Catholic Matthew Woll, officially 
and personally, have acted loyally together in aid of the 
German Labor Delegation’s fund-raising work in the United 
States. The delegation, of which Mr. Green is chairman, 
represents the old democratic trade unions of the German 
Republic. 

But as in any organization or population group, it is the 
well organized, garrulous, loud-mouthed minority which mis- 
represents the honest majority. Although hardly representa- 
tive even of the Catholics of the Brooklyn Diocese, Father 
Curran, Father Brophy, and the Christian Front which they 
say they are proud to lead, have already done much to 
discredit Catholics everywhere. Several newspapermen who 
have recently toured the country for feature material report 
that the latent anti-Catholicism of the Middle West is being 
revived. Worse yet, this gives an opportunity to Ku Klux 
Klan and racketeering shoestring outfits eager to exploit 
anti-Catholicism as McWilliams exploits antisemitism. 

Pro-fascist activity of a small but loud Catholic minority 
has long been irritating to the eastern seaboard’s body 
politic. But now, we believe, this group by its actiéns during 
the past two weeks—since the freeing of the sixteen Christian 
Fronters—has stepped beyond the bounds wherein they can 
be contemplated with annoyed tolerance by a complacent 
democracy. 

On another page, Roy Tozier reveals that Father Brophy 
appeared on the public platform with Joe McWilliams, 
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whose candidacy he endorsed. McWilliams’ American Des- 
tiny ‘party's sole platform is ‘‘ousting from Congress of 
Jewish Internationalism, Jewish Conniving, Jewish Machina- 
tions, Jewish Communism, or Jewish Warmongering.” 

The July 11 edition of the Deutscher Weckruf und Beob- 
achter, official newspaper of the German-American Bund, 
reprints many antisemitic remarks from the Brooklyn Tablet, 
edited by Patrick Scanlan, under the guidance of Father 
Curran. This antisemitism is consistently linked with attacks 
on American democracy. Here is a challenge to America’s 
liberal and democratic elements — inside and out of the 


Catholic church. 





CONSCRIPTION IS DEMOCRATIC 
“CONSCRIPTION” is an unpleasant word. It signifies 


compulsory military service. Few people these days like 
the prospect of active service in war time, and most of us 
resent being compelled to do even what we ought to do. 

There are a good many unpleasant words in the dic- 
tionary. That is not the fault of the dictionary. It is because 
“in this world as God made it'’—or as man is making and 
remaking it—there are a good many unpleasant facts. The 
only manly thing to do is to face the facts as they are and 
do the best we can. 

It is'a phain fact that modern war, whether aggressive or 
defensive, cannot be fought by small armies of mercenaries 
or volunteers. It cannot be fought by hastily enlisted and 
untrained men. And it cannot be fought by the armed 
forces alone~—the whole people has to cooperate. 

When one powerful state or group of states is resolved 
upon aggressive war, the nations threatened have but one 
choice to make:—Shall we submit or shall we resist? That 
choice once made, other things follow with irresistible logic. 
Among these is conscription. : 

For a democratic people, fighting for a democratic. pur- 
pose, conscription is a democratic method—and the only 
method of recruiting which it is safe for a democracy to use. 

Not only is it the method by which the nation can most 
surely defend itself from the external danger. It is also the 
method which involves the least danger to democracy at 
home. It provides a people's army—an army which is a 
cross-section of the whole population and whose members 
keep contact with their kinsmen, friends, neighbors, and 
fellow citizens. The only practicable alternative is an army 
whose rank and file choose fighting as a trade and whose 
officers constitute an aristocratic caste. ; 

The popular antipathy to conscription—in so far as it is 
a social feeling, and not merely the aggregate of most per- 
soins’ individual unwillingness to serve—is a hangover from 
the: days when the state was a thing apart from the people, 
a governing power imposed upon them and oppressing them 
in the service of a privileged class. It was a normal expres- ,; 
sion of the people's distrust of their rulers. 

G ranted, we have not here nor anywhere else a perfect 
deme cracy. But we have moved far in the last hundred 
years, or even within the last fifty, from the state of affairs 
when it could be truly said that the state was the executive 
agency of the ruling class. In some measure it still is that— 
but much less so than in the past. To a larger and a steadily 
increasing extent it is the people's agency for expressing the 
people's will and serving the people's interests. That is why 
conscription, once an obstacle to the growth of democracy, 
is today a safeguard against reaction in time of war. 
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